MEYSYDD BRWYDRO HANESYDDOL
YNG NGHYMRU

Mae’r adroddiad canlynol, a gomisiynwyd
gan Grwp Llywio Meysydd Brwydro Cymru
ac a ariennir gan Lywodraeth Cymru, yn
ffurfio rhan o raglen archwilio fesul cam i
daflu goleuni ar yr ystyriaeth o Gofrestr
neu Restr o Feysydd Brwydro Hanesyddol
yng Nghymru. Dechreuwyd gweithio ar
hyn ym mis Rhagfyr 2007 dan
gyfarwyddyd Cadw, gwasanaeth
amgylchedd hanesyddol Llywodraeth
Cymru, ac yr oedd yn dilyn cwblhau
prosiect gan Gomisiwn Brenhinol
Henebion Cymru (RCAHMW) i bennu pa
feysydd brwydro yng Nghymru a allai fod
yn addas i’'w nodi ar fapiau’r Arolwg
Ordnans. Sefydlwyd y Grwp Llywio
Meysydd Brwydro, yn cynnwys aelodau o
Cadw, Comisiwn Brenhinol Henebion
Cymru ac Amgueddfa Genedlaethol
Cymru, a rhwng 2009 a 2014 comisiynwyd
ymchwil ar 47 o frwydrau a gwarchaeau.
Mae hyn yn bennaf yn cynnwys ymchwil
ddogfennol a hanesyddol, ac mewn 10
achos, gwaith maes heb fod yn ymyrryd a
gwaith a oedd yn ymyrryd.

O ganlyniad i’'r gwaith hwn mae Rhestr o
Feysydd Brwydro Hanesyddol yng
Nghymru
(http://meysyddbrwydro.cbhc.gov.uk/) yn

cael ei datblygu, dan arweiniad Comisiwn
Brenhinol Henebion Cymru ar ran Cadw.
Bydd yn adnodd deongliadol, addysgol ac
ymchwil ar-lein, yn anelu at gynyddu
gwybodaeth a chodi ymwybyddiaeth o
feysydd brwydro yng Nghymru, yn ogystal
ag ysgogi ymchwil bellach. Gobeithir ei
lansio yn ystod gwanwyn 2017.

HISTORIC BATTLEFIELDS IN WALES

The following report, commissioned by
the Welsh Battlefields Steering Group and
funded by Welsh Government, forms part
of a phased programme of investigation
undertaken to inform the consideration of
a Register or Inventory of Historic
Battlefields in Wales. Work on this began
in December 2007 under the direction of
the Welsh Government’sHistoric
Environment Service (Cadw), and followed
the completion of a Royal Commission on
the Ancient and Historical Monuments of
Wales (RCAHMW) project to determine
which battlefields in Wales might be
suitable for depiction on Ordnance Survey
mapping. The Battlefields Steering Group
was established, drawing its membership
from Cadw, RCAHMW and National
Museum Wales, and between 2009 and
2014 research on 47 battles and sieges
was commissioned. This principally
comprised documentary and historical
research, and in 10 cases both non-
invasive and invasive fieldwork.

As a result of this work The Inventory of
Historic Battlefields in Wales
(http://battlefields.rcahmw.gov.uk/) is in
development, led by the RCAHMW on
behalf of Cadw. This will be an online

interpretative, educational and research
resource aimed at increasing knowledge
and raising awareness of battlefields in
Wales, as well as a prompt for further
research. Itis due to be launched in
spring 2017.


http://meysyddbrwydro.cbhc.gov.uk/
http://battlefields.rcahmw.gov.uk/

Mae'r tabl isod yn rhestru brwydrau
a’r gwarchaeau a ymchwiliwyd. Bydd
adroddiadau ar gaetw llwytho i lawr
o’r Rhestr afein yn ogystal ag o
Coflein (http://www.coflein.gov.uk/), y
gronfa ddata aflein ar gyfer Cofnod
Henebion Cenedlaethol Cymru
(NMRW).

The table below lists the battles and
sieges researched. Reports will be
available to download from the online
Inventory as well as from Coflein
(http://www.coflein.gov.uk/), the

online database for the National
Monuments Record of Wales (NMRW).

ENW/NAME DYDDIAD/ NPRN YMCHWIL/RESEARCH
DATE HANESYDDOL/HI
STORIC COUNTY
Aberllech 1096 Sir Frycheiniog 404446 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol

(Gildas Research, 2013)

Brecknockshire

Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2013)

Pont Cychod (Menai ac 1282 Ynys Mon 404319 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
Ynys Mon) (Chapman, 2013)
Anglesey
Bridge of Boats (Menai Documentary and historical
and Anglesey) research (Chapman, 2013)
Bryn Derwin 1255 Sir Gaernarfon 402322 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol

(Chapman, 2013)

Caernarfonshire

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd
ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg
Cymru, 2014)

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork
(Archaeology Wales, 2014)

Bryn Glas (Pillth) 1402 Sir Faesyfed 306352 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol

(Border Archaeology, 2009)

Radnorshire

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd
ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg
Cymru, 2012)



Cloddfa (Archaeoleg Cymru, 2013)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd
ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg
Cymru, 2014)

Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork
(Archaeology Wales, 2012)

Excavation (Archaeology Wales,
2013)

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork
(Archaeology Wales, 2014)

Campston Hill

1404

Sir Fynwy

Monmouthshire

402328

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Border Archaeology, 2009)

Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)

Cilgerran

1258

Sir Benfro

Pembrokeshire

405201

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Gildas Research, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2013)

Coed Llathan

1257

Sir Gaerfyrddin

Carmarthenshire

403587

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Chapman, 2013)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd
ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg
Cymru, 2014)

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)

Non-invasive fieldwork
(Archaeology Wales, 2014)

Castell Coety
(gwarchae) /Coity

1404-05

Morgannwg

545701

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Chapman, 2013)




Castle (siege)

Glamorgan

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)

Coleshill

1157

Sir y Fflint

Flintshire

402325

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(2009)

Documentary and historical
research (2009)

Craig y Dorth

1404

Sir Fynwy

Monmouthshire

402327

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Border Archaeology, 2009)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd
ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg
Cymru, 2014)

Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork
(Archaeology Wales, 2014)

Crug Mawr

1136

Sir Aberteifi

Cardiganshire

402323

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Border Archaeology, 2009)

Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)

Castell Cymaron
(gwarchaeau) /
Cymaron Castle (sieges)

1144

1179

1195

1215

Sir Faesyfed

Radnorshire

545328

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Gildas Research, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2013)

Cymerau

1257

Sir Gaerfyrddin

Carmarthenshire

404717

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Chapman, 2013)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd
(Archaeoleg Cymru, 2014)

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)




Castell Dinbych
(gwarchae)/ Denbigh
Castle (siege)

Castell Dinbych
(gwarchae)/ Denbigh
Castle (siege)

Castell Dinbych
(gwarchae)/ Denbigh
Castle (siege)

Castell Dinbych
(gwarchae)/ Denbigh
Castle (siege)

Castell Dinbych
(gwarchae)/ Denbigh
Castle (siege)

Castell Dryslwyn
(gwarchae) / Dryslwyn
Castle (siege)

Carregwastad -
Abergwaun
(ymosodiad) /
Carregwastad Point —
Fishguard (invasion)

1282

1294-5

1460

1468

1646

1287

1797

Sir Ddinbych

Denbighshire

Sir Ddinbych

Denbighshire

Sir Ddinbych

Denbighshire

Sir Ddinbych

Denbighshire

Sir Ddinbych

Denbighshire

Sir Gaerfyrddin

Carmarthenshire

Sir Benfro

Pembrokeshire

545687

545613

545718

545720

545789

545605

308824

Non-invasive fieldwork
(Archaeology Wales, 2014)

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Chapman, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Chapman, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Chapman, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Chapman, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Chapman, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Gildas Research, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2013)

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Border Archaeology, 2009)

Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)



Gwyr/ Gower

1136

Morgannwg

Glamorgan

404856

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Gildas Research, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2013)

Grosmont

1405

Sir Fynwy

Monmouthshire

402333

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Border Archaeology, 2009)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd
ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg
Cymru, 2012)

Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork
(Archaeology Wales, 2012)

Hyddgen

1401

Sir Drefaldwyn

Montgomeryshire

402310

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Chapman, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)

Pont Irfon (Llanganten)
/ Irfon Bridge /

1282

Sir Frycheiniog

Brecknockshire

403411

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Chapman, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)

Cydweli / Kidwelly

1258

Sir Gaerfyrddin

Carmarthenshire

404729

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Gildas Research, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2013)

Castell Talacharn
(gwarchae) / Laugharne
Castle (sieges)

1189

1215

1257-8

1644

Sir Gaerfyrddin

545245

545341

545436

545746

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Gildas Research, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2013)




Maes Gwenllian

1136

Sir Gaerfyrddin

Carmarthenshire

402324

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Border Archaeology, 2009)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd
ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg
Cymru, 2012)

Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork
(Archaeology Wales, 2012)

Maes Moydog

1295

Sir Drefaldwyn

Montgomeryshire

403416

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Chapman, 2013)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd
ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg
Cymru, 2014)

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork
(Archaeology Wales, 2014)

Trefaldwyn /
Montgomery

1644

Sir Drefaldwyn

Montgomeryshire

405168

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Gildas Research, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2013

Mynydd Carn

1081

Sir Benfro

Pembrokeshire

300319

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Border Archaeology, 2009)

Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)

Castell Newydd Emlyn
(gwarchae) / Newcastle
Emlyn (siege)

1287-8

Sir Gaerfyrddin

Carmarthenshire

545606

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Chapman, 2013)

Documentary and historical




research (Chapman, 2013)

Castell Newydd Emlyn
(gwarchae) / Newcastle

Emlyn

1645

Sir Gaerfyrddin

Carmarthenshire

545768

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Chapman, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)

Gwrthryfel y Siartwyr,
Casnewydd / Newport

Chartist Uprising

1839

Sir Fynwy

Monmouthshire

405003

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Border Archaeology, 2009)

Documentary and historical
research (Border Achaeology, 2009)

Painscastle

1198

Sir Faesyfed

Radnorshire

402326

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Border Archaeology, 2009)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd
ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg
Cymru, 2012)

Cloddfa (Archaeoleg Cymru, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork
(Archaeology Wales, 2012)

Excavation (Archaeology Wales,
2013)

Pennal

1472/4

Meirionnydd

Merioneth

403495

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Chapman, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)

Pentraeth

1170

Ynys Mon

Anglesey

404315

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Gildas Research, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2013)

Pwllgwdig

1078

Sir Benfro

405188

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol




Pembrokeshire

(Gildas Research, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2013)

Pwll Melyn

1405

Sir Fynwy

Monmouthshire

402320

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Border Archaeology, 2009)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd
(Archaeoleg Cymru, 2014)

Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)

Non-invasive fieldwork
(Archaeology Wales, 2014)

Castell Rhaglan
(gwarchae) / Raglan
Castle (siege)

1646

Sir Fynwy

Monmouthshire

545797

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Gildas Research, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2013)

Sain Ffagan / St Fagans

1648

Morgannwg

Glamorgan

307776

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Border Archaeology, 2009)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd
ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg
Cymru, 2012)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd
ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg
Cymru, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork
(Archaeology Wales, 2012)

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork
(Archaeology Wales, 2013)

Twthill

1461

Sir Gaernarfon

403421

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Border Archaeology, 2009)




Caernarfonshire

Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)

Grwp Llywio Meysydd Brwydro, Hydref 2016

Battlefields Steering Group, October 2016
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Battle Name: Twthill (October 16" 1461)
Site of Battle

The site of the battlefield of Twthill appears to be identifiable with the steep,
partially wooded outcrop located at NGR SH 48220 63030, on the NE side of the
modern town of Caernarfon, overlooking the medieval walled borough to the SW.

1. Summary
Historical Context of Battle

The battle of Twthill should be viewed in the context of the campaign waged by
Edward IV and his Yorkist supporters following substantial victories over the
Lancastrian armies at Mortimer’s Cross on February 3" 1461 and at Towton on the
29" of March of the same year. Towton, in particular, had resulted in a catastrophic
defeat for the Lancastrian cause, many prominent Lancastrian nobles had been slain
and King Henry VI, his wife Margaret of Anjou and their remaining supporters had
been forced to flee to Scotland.’

However, while Towton certainly represented a significant setback to the Lancastrian
party, with the loss of many leading noble supporters, the struggle for the English
Crown nevertheless continued. Entrenched pockets of Lancastrian resistance
remained along the northern borders while Queen Margaret’s forces were able to
launch substantial raids from Scotland into English territory by June. Moreover,
Jasper Tudor earl of Pembroke, who retreated to his estates in Pembrokeshire after
his defeat at Mortimer’s Cross, still held the important coastal strongholds of
Pembroke and Tenby and appears to have mustered some support, probably from
the tenantry of his own estates and from the Lancastrian lordships of Kidwelly,
Iscennen and Carnwyllion in SW Wales, while in North Wales, the important castles
of Denbigh and Harlech also remained in Lancastrian hands.?

In early September 1461, the newly-crowned Edward IV dispatched his trusted
supporters Sir William Herbert, lord of Raglan and Sir Walter Devereux (Lord Ferrers)
to suppress the Lancastrian resistance in Wales.®> Herbert was an influential figure in
the politics of South Wales and the March, having inherited the lordship of Raglan
from his father, William ap Thomas, and appears to have taken the lead in
suppressing the revolt, capturing Tenby by mid-September, while Pembroke Castle,
despite being ‘victualled, manned and apparrelled’ for a lengthy siege, was yielded

! English Heritage Battlefield Report; Towton 1461; C. Gravett & G. Turner, Towt on 146 1 :

bloodiest battlgOxford, 2003), 81.

2 T.H. Evans, Wales and th Wars of the RoseiCambridge, 1915), 139-140

® T.H. Evans, Wales and the Wars of the Rog@ambridge, 1915), 140; Also see a poem by the Welsh
bard Guto’r Glyn, then a member of Herbert’s entourage, apparently composed in September/October

1461 calling for Edward IV to suppress the Lancastrian revolt in Wales and ‘establish government’
(EAA.Rees, A Li f e of (Taybont2@8), 118-b.y n

Engl ano



‘without any war or resistance’ to Herbert by its constable, Sir John Skydmore, at the
end of the month.*

Before the fall of Pembroke, it appears that Jasper Tudor and his remaining
supporters had already departed to NW Wales, apparently taking refuge in the
remote, inaccessible mountains of Snowdonia. By this time, he appears to have
been joined by another prominent Lancastrian, Henry Holland, Duke of Exeter, who
had previously fought at Towton and appears to have accompanied King Henry and
his household into exile in Scotland, subsequently taking part in the siege of Carlisle
in May 1461. It was suggested by Evans that Exeter could have brought
reinforcements from Scotland by sea, possibly landing at or near Harlech, the only
stronghold on the coast of NW Wales that still remained in Lancastrian hands.”

A letter dated 4™ October 1461 from Henry Windsor (a servant of Sir John Fastolf) to
John Paston (d.1466) a wealthy Norfolk landowner and London notary, concisely
describes the victorious progress of the Yorkist campaign in Wales, stating that ‘all
the castelles and holdez both in South Walez and in North Walez are gyfen and
yelden up into the Kingez hand. And the Duc of Excestre (Exeter) and th’Erle of
Pembrok ar floon and taken the mounteyns, and divers lords with grete puissance
are after them and the most part of gentilmen and men of worship are comen yn to
the Kyng and have grace, of all Wales’.®

Assuming this letter to be correct (certainly the author appears to be remarkably
well-informed, suggesting a close connection with the Yorkist court), then it would
appear that the Lancastrian cause in Wales was close to collapse. However this
testimony should not be accepted uncritically; the presence of the Lancastrian forces
in close proximity to Caernarfon suggests that they almost certainly intended to
attack and (if possible) capture the castle and town, of immense strategic
importance. It seems reasonable to assume that the Yorkist forces under Herbert’s
command, which appear to have been in pursuit of the Lancastrian army,
intercepted them before they could attack Caernarfon. The garrison of the town and
castle then numbered 18 men (including men at arms and archers) who had been
placed there on 28" May 1460 for ‘the safe custody of the castle and town’ and had
been increased to 24 men by 1464-5.7

2. Narrative of Battle

Prelude to the Battle

* T.H. Evans, Wales and the Wars of the Rog@ambridge, 1915), 140-3

> T.H. Evans, Wales and the Wars of@tRoses(Cambridge, 1915), 143

® N. Davis, R. Beadle & C. Richmond (eds.) Paston Letters and Papers of the fifteenth century: Volume
Il (Oxford 2004, rev. ed.), 250-2

" NA SC6/1217/3; SC6/1217/4; See E.A. Lewis, Medieval Boroughs of Snowdor{iaondon 1912), 109

for analysis of the garrison at Caernarfon during the 1450s-60s.



The battle of Twthill itself is very poorly documented; no reference to it has been
found in contemporary or near-contemporary chronicles of the period and
consequently very little appears to be known concerning the course of the battle,
the events immediately preceding it and its aftermath.

T. H. Evans, in his discussion of the battle of Twthill in Wales and the War of the
Rosesinterprets the battle as ‘a last stand’ made by the Lancastrians against the
pursuing Yorkist forces.® However it seems more likely that the Lancastrians were
encamped at Twthill prior to launching an attack on the castle and town of
Caernarfon.  Twthill itself would have made an excellent defensive position,
overlooking the town; on the summit of the hill there remain traces of earthworks
possibly representing an Iron Age hillfort subsequently utilised as a fortification
during the medieval period.’

The Battle and its Adrmath

The only specific reference to the battle occurs in a list of persons attainted for
treason at the Parliament held on 4™ November 1461, which recites that ‘Henry
duke of Exeter, Jasper Earl of Pembroke and Thomas Fitzhenry late of Hereford,
esquire, at a place called Twthill (Tutehill) beside the town of Caernarfon in Wales,
on the Friday after the feast of the translation of St Edward last (16 October 1461)
raised war against our same sovereign, intending then and there to proceed to his

destruction by treacherous and cruel violence, against their faith and aIIegiance'.10

No documentary evidence is available to indicate the deployment of the Lancastrian
and Yorkist forces at the time of the battle or the subsequent course of the
engagement. It is possible that the Lancastrians were encamped at Twthill before
proceeding to attack the town although this cannot be verified from the available
evidence. The surviving accounts of the chamberlain of North Wales and ministers’
accounts for the castle and borough of Caernarfon covering this period provide little
indication of damage caused by the rebels at this time.!!

The outcome of the battle is not specifically mentioned in the attainder, however it
undoubtedly resulted in a crushing defeat for the Lancastrian forces. The
movements of the Earl of Pembroke and the Duke of Exeter after the battle are
unfortunately not documented; however it is appears likely that they, along with
their remaining followers, escaped to Harlech, the last remaining Lancastrian
stronghold in north-west Wales, and from there travelled to Ireland.

® T.H. Evans, Wales and the Wars of the Rog@ambridge, 1915), 143

® RCAHMW, An Inventory of Ancient Monuments in Caernarvonshire Volume 2: Céh®60), 158b
(1125)

O NA C65/106 m. 11; R.Horrox (ed.), ‘Edward IV, Parliament of 1461, Text and Translation’ in The
Parliament Rolls of Medieval Englapetl. C. Given Wilson et al. (CD Rom Scholarly Digital Editions,
Leicester, 2005), V. 478a

' The surviving chamberlains’ accounts for the period 1460-69 are NA SC6/1217/3 (1459-60),
SC6/1217/4 (1464-5) and SC6/1217/5 (1467-8); For a continuous series of ministers’ accounts for the
town of Caenarfon covering the same period, see NA SC6 1180/2-SC6/1181/1



Jasper Tudor is known to have been present in Ireland by the winter of 1461 and
appears to have made plans for another landing in Wales in early 1462, this time in
Anglesey, where he apparently intended to capture Beaumaris Castle with the aid of
a fleet provided by the Duke of Burgundy.12 The Lancastrian garrison at Denbigh also
appears to have yielded to the Yorkists shortly after the defeat at Twthill, certainly
no later than February 1462, when Edward IV granted a sum of money to the

townspeople to rebuilt those houses ‘brent by certain rebells and traytors'.13

Grants of land subsequently made by King Edward IV to Herbert and Devereux,
which are dated 3" February 1462, specifically refer to their ‘meritorious service at
their great cost and expense, experiencing great peril in our service in various battles
and armies both against our great adversary the late King of England Henry VI and
the rest of his evil accomplices and supporters, namely Henry, Duke of Exeter, Jasper
Earl of Pembroke, James Earl of Wiltshire and other rebels who raised war against
us’. It may be reasonably assumed that Herbert and Devereux were in command
of the Yorkist army at Twthill.

Troops and Casliges

Little documentary information is available concerning the size and composition of
the Lancastrian and Yorkist forces at the battle of Twthill. From the evidence of
Henry Windsor’s letter to John Paston dated 4™ October 1461, it would appear that
the Yorkist commanders, Herbert and Devereux had assembled a substantial force
(‘a great puissance’) and almost certainly outnumbered the Lancastrian army.™

It is worth noting that the attainder of November 1461 that refers to the battle, in
addition to Henry Holland Duke of Exeter and Jasper Earl of Pembroke, also
mentions one Thomas Fitzhenry (ap Harry) esquire as one of the Lancastrian
commanders. Fitzhenry was a Herefordshire knight and a staunch Lancastrian; he
had previously served as steward of the estates of the Duchy of Lancaster S of the
Humber (including Wales) between 1452 and 1460 and subsequently appears among
the Lancastrians who fought under Jasper Tudor at Mortimer’s Cross in February
1461. Along with Exeter and Pembroke, Fitzhenry escaped after the defeat at Twthill
and later appears as one of the Lancastrian commanders who fell at the battle of
Tewkesbury in 1471. 16

No information has been found concerning the casualties suffered during the battle
although it may be presumed that the Yorkists inflicted severe losses on the
Lancastrians, since they were unable to muster a substantial force in the field in
Wales until some three years later, which was routed in battle by Herbert’s
lieutenants, John Dwnn and Roger Vaughan, at Dryslwyn near Carmarthen in March

27 H. Evans, Wales and the Wars di¢ RoseqCambridge, 1915), 145-6

3 T.H. Evans, Wales and the Wars of the Rog&ambridge, 1915), 143.
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Volume [I(Oxford 2004, rev. ed.), 250-2

16 R. Somerville, History of the Duchy of Lancaster Volume |: 12B503(London, 1953), 454; T.H.
Evans, Wales and the Wars of the Rog&ambridge, 1915), 142



1464." The three leaders of the Lancastrian forces mentioned in the attainder of
November 4" 1461 escaped the battle and subsequently appear to have fled to
Ireland.

3. Assessment
Battle Location:

The sole source for the location of the battle is the record of the attainder in the
Parliament of 4™ November 1461, which refers to it as ‘a place called Twthill

(Tutehill) beside the town of Caernarfon in Wales’.*®

Twthill itself is a steep, partially wooded hill located on the NE side of the modern
town of Carmarthen, overlooking the medieval walled settlement just to the SW. On
the summit of the hill are traces of a rock-cut ditch, described by the RCAHMW
Inventory (1960) as probably being pre-Roman in date, although the possibility that
it could represent a medieval motte and bailey earthwork cannot be discounted.®

Twthill is depicted on the OS surveyors drawing of 1816 which shows that the hill
was largely open pasture, with some building activity along its western side,
represented by the Royal Hotel (built in 1794) and a small number of cottages along
its SE flank. John Wood’s map of Caernarfon dated 1834, again shows Twthill as
open pasture, with evidence of further encroachment by building activity shown
along the western, southern and eastern flanks of Twthill, along with extensive
quarrying to the N. The Llanbeblig tithe map of 1841 provides more detail on
Twthill, showing it as having been divided into several meadow and pasture
enclosures, with the earthwork at the summit represented by the field name ‘caer

allt’.®®

Unfortunately there appear to be no field names recorded in the Llanbeblig tithe
apportionment that relate directly to the battle. The only field name with possible
military associations is ‘caer gadlas’, referring to a meadow enclosure located to the
NW of the Royal Hotel (No. 1930). ‘Caer gadlas’, however, can best be translated as
the ‘wall of the green (or farmyard)’; the place name element gadlas probably
denoting a ‘green’ or ‘farmyard’ rather than gadlan(battlefield).

The site of the battlefield at Twthill is not marked on the 0S 1*" edition 25 inch map
or subsequent Ordnance Survey mapping of the area. It is also worth noting that
antiquarian works which describe Caernarfon and its locality, such Thomas Pennant’s

T H. Evans, Wales and the Wars of the Rog€ambridge, 1915), 151-2

1B NA C65/106 m. 1 1; R.Horrox (ed.), ‘Edward IV, Parliament of 1461, Text and Translation’ in The
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Leicester, 2005), V. 478a
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158b (1125)

% NLW Llanbeblig Tithe Map and Apportionment - 1841



Tours in Wale$1776) or W.H. Jones’s Old Karnarvor{1889) make no reference to
any historic traditions associated with the battle.”

Discussion of Primary Sources

There is an almost complete dearth of primary source material relating to the battle.
No record of the battle appears in the contemporary or near contemporary chronicle
accounts of the period and the only documented reference to it occurs in a list of
persons attainted for treason at the Parliament held on 4™ November 1461.%> Some
important contextual information on the activities of the Lancastrian and Yorkist
forces just prior to the battle is contained in a letter dated October 4™ 1461 from
Henry Windsor to John Paston, a prominent Norfolk landowner and London notary
who appears to have had close connections with the Yorkist court.”? The accounts
for the chamberlain of North Wales for the late 1450s-early 1460s provide
information on the garrison stationed at Caernarfon just prior to the battle and
shortly afterwards although they shed little light on the actual engagement itself.?

Discussion of Secondary Sources:

Not surprisingly, in view of the paucity of primary documentation concerning the
battle of Twthill, there is a similar lack of secondary literature relating to the
engagement. Local histories such as J.H. Bransby’s Description of Carnarvof1845)
and W.H. Jones’s Old Karnarvor(1889) make reference to Twthill but mention no
associations with the battle.”” The only antiquarian work to mention the battle in
any detail is R. Brooke’s Visits to Fields of Battle of the Fifteenth Centpnplished in
1857, which reproduces the entry from the Parliament Rolls for November 1461
relating to the battle.?®

The fullest modern historical account of the battle is that contained in T.H. Evans’s
Wales and the Wars of the Ros@®15), a scholarly work containing extensive
references to the available primary documentation.”’” Evans discusses the battle
within the context of the Yorkist campaign waged against the Lancastrian forces in
Wales after the battle of Towton and draws particular attention to the lack of
contemporary chronicle accounts relating to the engagement. The battle of Twthill
has received relatively little attention in more recent historical accounts; K. Williams-
Jones’s chapter on Caernarfon in the Boroughs of Medieval Walg$978) refers to

2L T Pennant, Tours in Wales3 vols (1883 ed.); W.H. Jones’s Old Karnarvon: a historical account of
the town of CarnarvofCaernarfon, 1889)
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Twthill as a ‘skirmish’ while a brief reference to the battle is made in P. Haigh’s
Military Campaigns of the Wars of the Ro§k295).%8

Archaeology and Historic Terrain:

Due to the lack of available primary and secondary sources, it is difficult to be precise
about the precise location and extent of the battlefield, which is presumed to have
been located somewhere on the steep outcrop of Twthill on the NE side of the
modern town of Caernarfon. On the summit of Twthill are traces of a rock cut ditch
which may possible represent the remains of a late prehistoric defended enclosure,
although it has been suggested that it could possibly have been utilised as a motte
and bailey castle in the medieval period. It is possible that the Lancastrians could
have encamped on the summit of Twthill prior to the battle, though this cannot be
verified from the available evidence. Little archaeological work has been carried out
on Twthill and there appears to be no record of finds made in this area specifically
associated with the battle.

The predominant soil type in this area consists of the typical brown earths of the
WICK 1 (541r) series, consisting of deep well drained coarse loamy and sandy soils,
locally over gravel, overlying glaciofluvial or river terrace drift. In terms of
acidity/alkalinity such soils are neutral to basic (pH 5.5-7). If well-drained, as above,
then preservation of bone and charcoal could be anticipated; wood will only survive
in waterlogged conditions (together with a range of environmental indicators, such
as fruits/seeds, molluscs and pollen/spores), while charcoal and other charred plant
macrofossils may be present in intermittently wet conditions. Inorganic material (ie.
metal objects) is likely to survive.

Assessment of the Historic Significance of the Battle:

Although it appears likely that, in military terms, the battle of Twthill was little more
than a skirmish, the result was nevertheless significant. The Yorkists had succeeded
in destroying the last major Lancastrian field force in Wales and had forced their
principal leaders, Exeter and Pembroke, to flee the country. The major Lancastrian
stronghold at Denbigh also appears to have fallen shortly after the defeat at Twthill,
certainly before February 1462.

There also appears to have been a significant redistribution of landed wealth in
Wales shortly after the battle of Twthill, with the estates of the defeated
Lancastrians being granted by Edward IV to his Yorkist supporters. In Feburary 1462,
the extensive lands in Wales and the March belonging to the Lancastrian earls of
Pembroke and Wiltshire, which had been forfeited to the Crown, were granted to
William Herbert and his adherents. Herbert secured the majority of the estates of
Jasper Tudor earl of Pembroke, including Pembroke, Tenby, Cilgerran, Llanstephan
and Walwyn’s Castle, while his brother Richard Herbert obtained the estates of

%8 K. Williams-Jones, ‘Caernarvon’ in R.A. Griffiths (ed.) The Boroughs of Medieval Walg@ardiff
1978), 89; P.A. Haigh, The Military Campaigns of the Wars of the Ra&oud, 1995), 71.



Thomas Fitzhenry in Herefordshire including the lordship of Moccas. 2° Other
associates of William Herbert, notably Roger Vaughan of Tretower and John Dwnn,
also received substantial grants of forfeited estates and featured prominently in the
administration of the principality during the 1460s.*°

However, while the Yorkist victory at Twthill had significant consequences in military
and political terms, it did not represent, by any means, the end of Lancastrian
resistance in Wales. The isolated fortress at Carreg Cennen continued to hold out
until May 1462, when it was finally surrendered to a Yorkist force and slighted;
however the Lancastrian garrison at Harlech Castle (which benefited from its
virtually impregnable location and the fact that it could be supplied by sea)
continued to hold out until as late as 1468, when it finally was taken after a lengthy
siege.>* The continued defiance of Harlech appears to have inspired several further
attempts at landings in Wales by Jasper Tudor and his Lancastrian supporters in
1462, 1464 and, most significantly, in 1468.*
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