
MEYSYDD BRWYDRO HANESYDDOL 

YNG NGHYMRU 

MaeΩr adroddiad canlynol, a gomisiynwyd 

Ǝŀƴ DǊȂǇ [ƭȅǿƛƻ aŜȅǎȅŘŘ .ǊǿȅŘǊƻ /ȅƳǊǳ 

ac a ariennir gan Lywodraeth Cymru, yn 

ffurfio rhan o raglen archwilio fesul cam i 

daflu goleuni ar yr ystyriaeth o Gofrestr 

neu Restr o Feysydd Brwydro Hanesyddol 

yng Nghymru.  Dechreuwyd gweithio ar 

hyn ym mis Rhagfyr 2007 dan 

gyfarwyddyd Cadw, gwasanaeth 

amgylchedd hanesyddol Llywodraeth 

Cymru, ac yr oedd yn dilyn cwblhau 

prosiect gan Gomisiwn Brenhinol 

Henebion Cymru (RCAHMW) i bennu pa 

feysydd brwydro yng Nghymru a allai fod 

yn addas iΩw nodi ar fapiauΩr Arolwg 

Ordnans.  {ŜŦȅŘƭǿȅŘ ȅ DǊȂǇ [ƭȅǿƛƻ 

Meysydd Brwydro, yn cynnwys aelodau o 

Cadw, Comisiwn Brenhinol Henebion 

Cymru ac Amgueddfa Genedlaethol 

Cymru, a rhwng 2009 a 2014 comisiynwyd 

ymchwil ar 47 o frwydrau a gwarchaeau.  

Mae hyn yn bennaf yn cynnwys ymchwil 

ddogfennol a hanesyddol, ac mewn 10 

achos, gwaith maes heb fod yn ymyrryd a 

gwaith a oedd yn ymyrryd.   

O ganlyniad iΩr gwaith hwn mae Rhestr o 

Feysydd Brwydro Hanesyddol yng 

Nghymru 

(http://meysyddbrwydro.cbhc.gov.uk/) yn 

cael ei datblygu, dan arweiniad Comisiwn 

Brenhinol Henebion Cymru ar ran Cadw.  

Bydd yn adnodd deongliadol, addysgol ac 

ymchwil ar-lein, yn anelu at gynyddu 

gwybodaeth a chodi ymwybyddiaeth o 

feysydd brwydro yng Nghymru, yn ogystal 

ag ysgogi ymchwil bellach.  Gobeithir ei 

lansio yn ystod gwanwyn 2017.   

HISTORIC BATTLEFIELDS IN WALES 

The following report, commissioned by 

the Welsh Battlefields Steering Group and 

funded by Welsh Government, forms part 

of a phased programme of investigation 

undertaken to inform the consideration of 

a Register or Inventory of Historic 

Battlefields in Wales.  Work on this began 

in December 2007 under the direction of 

ǘƘŜ ²ŜƭǎƘ DƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘΩǎHistoric 

Environment Service (Cadw), and followed 

the completion of a Royal Commission on 

the Ancient and Historical Monuments of 

Wales (RCAHMW) project to determine 

which battlefields in Wales might be 

suitable for depiction on Ordnance Survey 

mapping.  The Battlefields Steering Group 

was established, drawing its membership 

from Cadw, RCAHMW and National 

Museum Wales, and between 2009 and 

2014 research on 47 battles and sieges 

was commissioned. This principally 

comprised documentary and historical 

research, and in 10 cases both non-

invasive and invasive fieldwork.   

As a result of this work The Inventory of 

Historic Battlefields in Wales 

(http://battlefields.rcahmw.gov.uk/)  is in 

development, led by the RCAHMW on 

behalf of Cadw.  This will be an online 

interpretative, educational and research 

resource aimed at increasing knowledge 

and raising awareness of battlefields in 

Wales, as well as a prompt for further 

research.  It is due to be launched in 

spring 2017.   

 

http://meysyddbrwydro.cbhc.gov.uk/
http://battlefields.rcahmw.gov.uk/


MaeΩr tabl isod yn rhestruΩr brwydrau aΩr 

gwarchaeau a ymchwiliwyd.  Bydd 

adroddiadau ar gael iΩw llwytho i lawr oΩr 

Rhestr ar-ein yn ogystal ag o Coflein 

(http://www.coflein.gov.uk/), y gronfa 

ddata ar-lein ar gyfer Cofnod Henebion 

Cenedlaethol Cymru (NMRW).   

The table below lists the battles and sieges 

researched.  Reports will be available to 

download from the online Inventory as 

well as from Coflein 

(http://www.coflein.gov.uk/), the online 

database for the National Monuments 

Record of Wales (NMRW).   

 

ENW/NAME DYDDIAD

/DATE  

SIR 

HANESYDDOL/

HISTORIC 

COUNTY 

NPRN YMCHWIL/RESEARCH 

Aberllech  1096 Sir Frycheiniog 

Brecknockshire 

404446 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013) 

Pont Cychod (Menai 

ac Ynys Môn)  

Bridge of Boats 

(Menai and Anglesey)  

1282 Ynys Môn 

Anglesey 

404319 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Bryn Derwin  1255 Sir Gaernarfon 

Caernarfonshire 

402322 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2014)  

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013 

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2014) 

Bryn Glas (Pillth)  1402 Sir Faesyfed 

Radnorshire 

306352 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 



Cymru, 2012) 

Cloddfa (Archaeoleg Cymru, 2013) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2014) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2012) 

Excavation (Archaeology Wales, 

2013) 

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2014) 

Campston Hill  1404 Sir Fynwy 

Monmouthshire 

402328 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

Cilgerran  1258 Sir Benfro 

Pembrokeshire 

405201 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013) 

Coed Llathan 1257 Sir Gaerfyrddin 

Carmarthenshire 

403587 

 

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2014) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Non-invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2014) 



Castell Coety 

(gwarchae)  /Coity 

Castle (siege) 

1404-05 Morgannwg 

Glamorgan 

545701 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Coleshill  1157 Sir y Fflint 

Flintshire 

402325 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(2009) 

Documentary and historical 

research (2009) 

Craig y Dorth  1404 Sir Fynwy 

Monmouthshire 

402327 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2014) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2014) 

Crug Mawr  1136 Sir Aberteifi 

Cardiganshire 

402323 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

Castell Cymaron 

(gwarchaeau)  / 

Cymaron Castle 

(sieges) 

1144 

1179 

1195 

1215 

Sir Faesyfed 

Radnorshire 

545328 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013) 

Cymerau 1257 Sir Gaerfyrddin 

Carmarthenshire 

404717 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

(Archaeoleg Cymru, 2014) 



Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Non-invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2014) 

Castell Dinbych 

(gwarchae) /  Denbigh 

Castle (siege) 

1282 Sir Ddinbych 

Denbighshire 

545687 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Castell Dinbych 

(gwarchae) /  Denbigh 

Castle (siege) 

1294-5 Sir Ddinbych 

Denbighshire 

545613 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Castell Dinbych 

(gwarchae) /  Denbigh 

Castle (siege) 

1460 Sir Ddinbych 

Denbighshire 

545718 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Castell Dinbych 

(gwarchae) /  Denbigh 

Castle (siege) 

1468 Sir Ddinbych 

Denbighshire 

545720 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Castell Dinbych 

(gwarchae) /  Denbigh 

Castle (siege) 

1646 Sir Ddinbych 

Denbighshire 

545789 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Castell Dryslwyn 

(gwarchae)  / 

Dryslwyn Castle  

(siege)  

1287 Sir Gaerfyrddin 

Carmarthenshire 

545605 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013) 

Carregwastad - 

Abergwaun 

(ymosodiad)  / 

Carregwastad Point ɀ 

1797 Sir Benfro 

Pembrokeshire 

308824 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Documentary and historical 



Fishguard (in vasion)   research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

'ĸÙÒ/  Gower 1136 Morgannwg 

Glamorgan 

404856 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013) 

Grosmont  1405 Sir Fynwy 

Monmouthshire 

402333 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2012) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2012) 

Hyddgen 1401 Sir Drefaldwyn 

Montgomeryshire 

402310 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Pont Irfon 

(Llanganten)  / Irfon 

Bridge /  

1282 Sir Frycheiniog 

Brecknockshire 

403411 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Cydweli / Kidwelly  1258 Sir Gaerfyrddin 

Carmarthenshire 

404729 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013) 

Castell Talacharn 

(gwarchae)  / 

Laugharne Castle 

(sieges) 

1189 

1215 

1257-8 

Sir Gaerfyrddin 545245 

545341 

545436 

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013) 



1644 

 

545746 

Maes Gwenllian  1136 Sir Gaerfyrddin 

Carmarthenshire 

402324 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2012) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2012) 

Maes Moydog 1295 Sir Drefaldwyn 

Montgomeryshire 

403416 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2014) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2014) 

Trefaldwyn / 

Montgomery  

1644 Sir Drefaldwyn 

Montgomeryshire 

405168 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013 

Mynydd Carn  1081 Sir Benfro 

Pembrokeshire 

300319 

 

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

Castell Newydd 

Emlyn (gwarchae)  / 

Newcastle Emlyn 

1287-8 Sir Gaerfyrddin 545606 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 



(siege)   Carmarthenshire Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Castell Newydd 

Emlyn (gwarchae)  / 

Newcastle Emlyn  

1645 Sir Gaerfyrddin 

Carmarthenshire 

545768 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Gwrthryfel y 

Siartwyr, Casnewydd  

/ Newport Chartist 

Uprising  

1839 Sir Fynwy 

Monmouthshire 

405003 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Achaeology, 2009) 

Painscastle 1198 Sir Faesyfed 

Radnorshire 

402326 

 

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2012) 

Cloddfa (Archaeoleg Cymru, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2012) 

Excavation (Archaeology Wales, 

2013) 

Pennal 1472/4 Meirionnydd 

Merioneth 

403495 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Pentraeth  1170 Ynys Môn 

Anglesey 

404315 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013) 



Pwllgwdig  1078 Sir Benfro 

Pembrokeshire 

405188 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013) 

Pwll Melyn  1405 Sir Fynwy 

Monmouthshire 

402320 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

(Archaeoleg Cymru, 2014) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

Non-invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2014) 

Castell Rhaglan 

(gwarchae)  / Raglan 

Castle (siege)  

1646 Sir Fynwy 

Monmouthshire 

545797 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013) 

Sain Ffagan /  St 

Fagans  

1648 Morgannwg 

Glamorgan 

307776 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2012) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2012) 

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2013) 



Twthill  1461 Sir Gaernarfon 

Caernarfonshire 

403421 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 
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Crynodeb Anhechnegol 
 

 
Y maeôr adroddiad yma yn disgrifioôr gwaith a wnaethpwyd gan 

Archaeology Wales ar safle tybiedig maes brwydr Sain Ffagan (1648) ar 

gyfer Comisiwn Brenhinol Henebion Cymru (CBHC). Amcan y gwaith, 

ariennir gan Llywodraeth Cymru, oedd hel tystiolaeth ynglȒn â maint a 

lleoliad meysydd brwydrau gwahanol ar gyfer Rhestr Meysydd Brwydrau 

Cymru. 

 
Yn ogystal â cherdded o gwmpas y safle roedd arolygon LiDAR a datgelydd 

metel. Mi roedd yn amlwg bod y dirwedd wedi newid cryn dipyn yn ystod y 

360 o flynyddoedd diwethaf. Ni ddatgelodd yr archwiliad LiDAR na 

chrwydroôr maes unrhyw nodweddion yn gysylltiedig ©ôr frwydr. Mi roedd 

yr archwiliad datgelydd metel yn dipyn mwy llwyddiannus.  Fe wnaeth y 

datgelyddion metel ddarganfod nifer o arteffactau a oedd yn gysylltiedig ©ôr 

frwydr yn cynnwys haels plwm, botymau, byclau ac offer gwȒr meirch. Yn 

ogystal â hyn roedd yna eitemau tipyn mwy personol er enghraifft plât a 

nifer o wniaduriau. 

 
Casglwyd o hyn oll i gyd ei bod hiôn bosib fod yr ardal a arolygwyd yn rhan 

o faes brwydr a oedd yn fwy eang o lawer. 

 

Non-Technical Summary 
 

 
This report draws upon the results gained by survey work undertaken at the 

reputed site of the 1648 Battle of St Fagans, St Fagans, Cardiff, for The 

Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales 

(RCAHMW). The work, funded by Welsh Government, forms part of a larger 

investigation into five battlefield sites, the objectives of which are to 

gather evidence that will verify and inform the location and extent of Welsh 

battlefields and to inform the consideration of each site for inclusion on the 

Welsh Government proposed Register of Historic Battlefields in Wales. 

The work undertaken at St Fagans comprised a site walkover, analysis of 

LiDAR data and a metal detector survey. 

 

The site visit and LiDAR analysis did not reveal any features readily 

identifiable as relating to the 1648 battle, but did emphasise how much the 

landscape of the battlefield has changed in the last 360 years.  The metal 

detecting survey revealed a large assemblage of finds relating to the battle 

including lead shot, buckles, buttons and cavalry equipment. More personal 

items such as spoons, a plate and thimbles were also recovered.   

 

The whole of the assessment area appears to have formed part of a much 

larger battlefield site. 



2  

1 Int roduction 
 
1.1 Location and scope of work  

 
1.1.1 In March 2012 Archaeology Wales carried out a series of archaeological investigations 

around St Fagans, Cardiff, NGR ST 10774 77879 (Fig 1). 

 
1.1.2 The work, funded by Welsh Government, was carried out at the request of the Royal 

Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales (Henceforth ï The 

Commission). It formed part of a series of on-going battlefield surveys undertaken 

by Archaeology Wales Ltd on behalf of The Commission, the primary objective of 

which is to inform the consideration of each battlefield site for inclusion on a proposed 

Battlefields Register for Wales. 

 

2 Aims & Objectives 
 
2.1 Outline Requirements 

 
2.1.1 The objective of the work at each battlefield is to gather evidence that will  help verify 

and inform the location, extent and archaeological character of each battlefield. The 

fundamental criterion is that in order for a battlefield to be protected and for change to 

be managed, its location and extent must be confidently identified. In addition the 

battlefield must meet at least one of the following three criteria: 

 
2.1.2 Be associated with  historical  events or figures of national importance (i.e military 

innovations, direct associations with nationally important figures or events and whether 

the engagement played a key role in a campaign); and/or 

 
2.1.3 Have significant physical remains and/or archaeological potential (i.e include 

natural or constructed physical features at the time of the engagement, evidence from 

the engagement or other related buried archaeological evidence); and/or 

 
2.1.4 Have a clear landscape context that allows the events of the battle to be understood 

or interpreted (i.e the initial area of deployment and fighting, wider landscape 

incorporating earthworks, skirmishes, camps, burial, line of advance and retreat, and 

detached elements such as memorials) 

 
2.2 Geology and topography 

 
2.2.1 The underlying solid geology of the St Fagans area is made up of two distinct geological 

formations. The northern half of the assessment area overlies solid rocks of the Lias 

group. This is comprised of mudstone, siltstone, sandstone and limestone.  The southern 

half of the assessment area overlies Triassic rocks composed of mudstone siltstone and 

sandstone only (British Geological Survey, 2001). 

 
2.2.2 In the general area of the potential battlefield site, the predominant soil type consists of 

typical brown earths of the WICK 1 series (541r) consisting of deep, well-drained, 

coarse, loamy and sandy soils, locally over gravel, with some similar soils affected by 

groundwater and the slight risk of water-erosion. The underlying solid geology 
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comprises glaciofluvial or river terrace drift. In terms of acidity or alkalinity, such soils 

are neutral to basic (pH 5.5-7). 

 
2.2.3 The area marked on the modern OS map as the site of the 1648 battle is relatively flat, 

all of it being located between 21m and 30m OD. A small area of higher ground at St y 

Nyll  to the west rises to approximately 60m OD. 

 
2.2.4 The original landscape containing the postulated battlefield has changed dramatically 

since 1648. Redirection of, and drainage channels around, the course of the Nant 

Dowlais has dried up former marshy and boggy areas. The route of the railway line 

through the landscape has created not only a large earthwork feature but a large visual 

barrier between areas within it. Further alterations resulted from the construction of the 

M4 to the north and the adjoining A4232. 

 
2.3 Archaeological and Historical  Background 

 
2.3.1 A complete description of the Battle of St Fagans is contained within the pilot study 

undertaken by Border Archaeology (2009). The relevant sections are quoted as follows: 

 
2.3.2 The exact location of the Battle of St Faganôs is uncertain, but appears to have taken 

place with each side drawn up on either side of the Nant Dowlais, a tributary of the 

River Ely, with the Parliamentary force with their back to the village of St Faganôs. 

Some of the fiercest fighting appears to have been fought near or on a bridge which 

spanned this stream. 

 
2.3.3 The Battle of St Faganôs can be viewed against the backdrop of the Welsh Rising during 

the Second Civil  War of 1642-48, it being the last set-piece defeat for the Royalist 

forces. The Royalist army intended to march to and then seize Cardiff in the name of 

the King, and a small Parliamentary force consisting of approximately 3000 men under 

Colonel Thomas Horton, which had been engaged in an arduous campaign in and 

around Brecon, marched south in order to stop them. 

 
2.3.4 In the spring of 1648, several key Parliamentary figures defected and joined the 

Royalist cause. Why this should have happened at such a late stage in the war is 

uncertain (King Charles was already imprisoned upon the Isle of Wight). The reasons 

could have been moral, as they may have been motivated by discontent at Parliamentôs 

actions and intentions towards the King, although the chief incentive appears to have 

been provided by Parliamentôs proposed disbandment of sections of troops without pay. 

 
2.3.5 It would appear that the Royalistsô uprising was spearheaded by certain prominent 

members of the Glamorgan gentry (including the Stradling family of St Donatôs Castle), 

and so it may be reasonable to suppose that the majority of the force under their 

command was drawn from their estates, as well as forming the base from which the 

march on Cardiff was launched. In addition, the force was to be joined by experienced 

Royalist troops under the command of Colonels Powell and Poyer, the latter marching 

from Pembroke Castle. 

 
2.3.6 Word of this reached Colonel Horton who was dealing with another Welsh uprising 

around Brecon, suffering at the hands of guerrilla tactics designed to deprive him and 
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his large cavalry force of fodder and the tools necessary to maintain his horses, as well 

as food for his men. Despite the low morale of the troops and sickness to the commander 

himself, Horton was able to instigate a forced march across the Brecon Beacons and 

down the Taff Valley, reaching St Faganôs on the May 4th, with Horton setting up his 

temporary headquarters in a farmhouse called Pentrebane. The aim of the Parliamentary 

forces appears to have been to prevent the Royalist forces from reaching their ultimate 

objective ï Cardiff. Scouts sent out that same day alerted the Parliamentarians that they 

had arrived fortuitously as the Royalists were a mere two miles away. 

 
2.3.7 With the enemy within striking distance, Horton appears to have acted promptly; 

detachments were sent off to secure crossings over the River Ely and the River Llandaff 

in order to secure his flanks, and an urgent request for reinforcements was sent to 

Cromwell who was hurrying from Gloucester with detachments of the New Model 

Army. By contrast, the Royalist commander Laugharne, who had earned a reputation as 

a  daring risk-taker, appears to have been gripped by indecision, apparently retreating 

westward back into the Vale of Glamorgan, via Llancarvan, Penmark and Fonmon 

Castle on May 5th. In the meantime, Horton appears to have been content to hold his 

position; the Parliamentarians knew that Laugharneôs army had to pass through St 

Faganôs in order to meet their objective of taking Cardiff, and that every day that the 

Royalists either delayed or even retreated strengthened their own situation, bringing 

Cromwell and his reinforcements ever more closer. 

 
2.3.8 Whatever the reasons behind this about-turn, Laugharne eventually seems to have 

realised the true peril of his predicament and, during the night of May 7th, he marched 

back to St Nicholas. Once Horton became aware of this, he appears to have ordered his 

Cavalry mounts gathered together close at hand, ready for the next dayôs fighting. Local 

legend suggests that this was in a field to the rear of St Faganôs village leading up to the 

Pentrebane ridge; the field is called Cae Meirch (lit.  óThe Horsesô Fieldô). 

 
2.3.9 It would appear that Horton was content to remain at St Faganôs and await Cromwellôs 

reinforcements before engaging in battle, which allowed Laugharne to take the initiative 

and mount an attack, perhaps hoping to trap Hortonôs forces in the village St Faganôs 

where the superior numbers of the Royalists could have offset the advantage of the 

Parliamentary forces in terms of training and equipment (in particular, their well-trained 

cavalry units would have been rendered less effective in the close confines of the 

village). It could therefore be suggested that only the turn of events of the battle (which 

could be construed as being an effective counter-attack rather than an out and out 

defensive action) allowed the Parliamentary cavalry to be deployed to such decisive 

effect. 

 
2.3.10 It is difficult  to establish with absolute certainty the exact strategies adopted by both 

sides on the eve of the battle, just as it is equally difficult  to discern the exact narrative 

of events of the engagement itself. While historians are blessed with the survival of 

several correspondence accounts from Colonel Horton and one from Colonel Okey, no 

such documentation exists to offer the Royalist version of events and so counter the 

natural bias of the former. 



5  

2.3.11 The Royalist advance began at some time before 7 oôclock in the morning on Monday 

May 8th, at which time Parliamentarian scouts spotted their enemy a mile and half away 

marching towards St Faganôs. Horton then ordered his men to draw up a line of battle, 

with him personally commanding the infantry in the centre while óMajor Bethel 

commanded the horse on the right wing, Major Barton on the left, and Colonel Okey 

and his major with the dragoons on both wings with the horseô; to their front was 

deployed a óForlorn Hopeô [óa band of soldiers picked to begin an attack, many of 

whom would not surviveô] of 30 Heavy Cavalry and 20 Dragoons under the command of 

Lieutenant Godfrey. It would appear that the Royalist cavalry was positioned to the rear 

of their infantry, who were presumably drawn up in a line, in order to, at best, support 

them in their attack or, at worst, to prevent their rout. To the front of their position, the 

Royalists also had their own óForlorn Hopeô, consisting of óa strong forlorn of foot and 

about six pickering horse [cavalrymen fighting as individuals sent out in order to 

provoke combat]ô. Okey suggests that the total number was about 500. 

 
2.3.12 The engagement appears to have begun when the Royalists sent forward their óForlorn 

Hopeô, which was met by their Parliamentary counterpart, who drove their opponents 

back, if  not actually routing them; this seems to have precipitated a general advance of 

the Parliamentary army. It would seem that the advance of the Royalist óForlorn Hopeô 

was intended as a screening manoeuvre intended to buy time for the rest of the army to 

cross the bridge over the Nant Dowlais. Elements of the main body of infantry must 

have achieved this, and became engaged with the Parliamentary cavalry although it 

would seem that the majority of the Royalist infantry are presumed not to have crossed 

the bridge. 

 
2.3.13 Capitalising on the victory of the Parliamentary óForlorn Hopeô, Colonel Okey, who 

seems to have been positioned on the right, although his men were positioned on both 

flanks, proceeded with his dragoons and the ó200 firelocksô under Captain Garland from 

the right flank to support Lieutenant Godfrey, who had seen off the Royalist óForlorn 

Hopeô and had entered into fighting with of the forward elements of the Royalist army. 

It would seem that the battle raged from hedgerow to hedgerow and was primarily a 

cavalry action. However, this in itself presented problems; Horton records that on two 

occasions the mixed Heavy Cavalry and Dragoon force, although supported by the ó200 

firelocksô and having routed their immediate opponents, had to halt and ówere 

constrained to stand the enemyôs shot for some time before the foot (though they made 

great haste) could come up to themô. This undoubtedly resulted in many of the recorded 

casualties to the mounts. The second occasion when the cavalry force halted was the 

more key moment, as the Royalists had been driven back over the bridge spanning the 

Nant Dowlais. From the Parliamentary version of events, it would now appear that the 

Royalists had lost the initiative. It would seem that, up until that point, the Royalists had 

been pouring as many of their infantry forward in support of their attack as possible, 

and that once defeated they were forced onto the defensive. 

 
2.3.14 Okey and his men appear to have waited at the Bridge over the Nant Dowlais until the 

infantry of the 1st Division under Lieutenant Colonel Read arrived in their support, and 

then appeared to have held the enemyôs attention, the infantry presumably engaging 

them in a fire-fight. The Royalists appear to have fallen back and begun to hold the 

bridge in expectation of a main Parliamentarian offensive which is likely to have never 
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come; if  the Parliamentarians had attempted to cross the bridge, their casualties would 

have been far higher than those that were actually incurred. With the Royalists focussed 

on the bridge, the full  Parliamentarian counterattack began in earnest. 

 
2.3.15 The Parliamentarians proceeded to launch two flanking attacks, the first on the Royalists 

right by infantry and supported by the cavalry of the left wing, while the second was 

undertaken by the remaining cavalry and dragoons of the right flank on the Royalistsô 

left and on their rear, both of which presumably had to cross the Nant Dowlais. The 

advance of the Parliamentary right flank would have effectively sealed off all avenue 

of escape for the Royalist army, and so, once it became clear that they were about to be 

completely encircled, the Royalists broke and ran. The Parliamentary cavalry moved to 

run down and capture as many of the fugitives as they could. The whole battle lasted 

no more than two hours. 

 
2.3.16 Of the 8000 Royalists estimated to have begun the battle, about 3000 ordinary soldiers 

and upwards of 400 officers were taken prisoner. In addition to this, over 2000 firearms 

as well as other weapons were taken. 

 

3 Methodology 
 
3.1 Site Visit  

 
3.1.1 Project Manager Chris E Smith (MIfA)  undertook the site visit on 31st January 2012. 

All  of the assessment area was subject to the walkover. All  areas were photographed 

using high resolution (14MP) digital photography. 

 
3.2 LiDAR  Data Analysis 

 
3.2.1 LiDAR data, at a resolution of 0.5m, was analysed by Archaeology Wales Ltd at The 

Commission. Examination of the ground surface of the assessment area was undertaken 

using both digital shadow models and digital terrain models. 

 
3.3 Metal Detector Survey 

 
3.3.1 A detailed metal detector survey was undertaken by Chris E Smith and volunteers from 

the Swansea Metal Detecting Club. Areas subject to survey are shown on figure 2. 

 
3.3.2 All  areas surveyed were divided into transects of equal width, marked with canes, to 

ensure coverage. Each transect was assigned to a metal detectorist who would scan the 

area twice, once going up the field and again on the return. 

 
3.3.3 All metal detectors were set to óAll Metalô mode so as to include responses from ferrous 

objects. 

 
3.3.4 When a find was located it was placed in situ within a finds bag with a marker flag 

placed next to it. Subsequently, the finds were collected by the supervising 

archaeologist. Each find was labelled with an individual find number and each 

numbered findspot was marked using a handheld Garmin Etrex GPS. 
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3.3.5 The grid coordinates from each findspot were entered into both an excel spreadsheet 

detailing all the finds and into a GIS program to show their distribution across the 

assessment area. 
 

3.3.6 No finds which were clearly of 20
th 
ï21

st 
century date or identifiable as 

agriculture/machinery were retained to form part of the project archive. These were 

removed from site and discarded away from the survey area. 

 

4 Site Visit Results 
 
4.1 Ground and weather conditions 

 
4.1.1 The site visit was undertaken in good light conditions, which was conducive to the 

identification of more ephemeral features. The weather was overcast, damp and cold. 

Ground conditions were thus soft with occasional areas of standing water. 

 
4.2 Fields to north  of Railway Line (Plates 1-5) 

 
4.2.1 This area incorporated all the area defined by the red line boundary shown on fig 3 

located to the north of the abandoned railway line that bisects the assessment area. 

 
4.2.2 The pastoral fields to the north of the railway line are located closest to the course of the 

Nant Dowlais and are relatively flat. Drainage ditches across the area have created 

localised linear patches of marshy and boggy ground characterised by thick vegetation. 

 
4.2.3 The remains of several, largely defunct, field boundaries are located within this area. 

The former boundaries are clearly marked by trees. 
 
4.2.4 Towards the north eastern extent of this area a large extraction pit can be seen. This 

measures approximately 40m by 40m and is at least 3m deep in places. This may have 

formed a borrow pit for material with which to build the railway embankment. 

 
4.2.5 No features which could be related to the 1648 battle were noted in this area during the 

field walkover. 

 
4.3 Fields south of Railway L ine (Plates 6-12) 

 
4.3.1 The area to the south of the railway lines is divided into two separate fields. One north 

of, and one south of, the St. Brides road (fig 3). 

 
4.3.2 The field north of the St Brides road (and bounded to the north by the railway line) is 

currently in arable usage and had been ploughed prior to the walkover. 

 
4.3.3 The surface was wet with areas of standing water. Whilst no earthwork features were 

noted during the walkover in this field two pieces of 17
th 

century pottery were 

recovered. 

 
4.3.4 The large field to the south of St Brides road is pastoral and has a gently undulating 

surface. A relict field system is evident in this area with traces of field boundaries and 
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ridge and furrow cultivation in evidence. Two apparent dew ponds are located close to 

the St Brides road. 

 
4.3.5 No features associated with the 1648 battle were noted during the field walkover. 

 
4.4 Site Visit  Summary 

 
4.4.1 The site visit at St Fagans did not reveal any features which were readily identifiable as 

being specifically related to the 1648 battle. However, the field boundaries and relict 

field system located at St Fagans, most notably within the southernmost field of the 

assessment area, are likely to have been extant and in use during the battle. 

 

5 LiDAR  Data Analysis 
 
5.1 Digital  Shadow Model 

 
5.1.1 The DSM LiDAR data, analysed at 0.5m resolution, shows the assessment area in good 

detail (Fig 4). 

 
5.1.2 The LiDAR data for the fields to the north of the railway line shows that a large amount 

of drainage channels are present in this area. 

 
5.1.3 However, the area of slightly higher ground, bounded to the south by the path of the 

railway line, appears to have no such features. The irregular shape of the field boundary 

on the north-western edge of this plot suggests that it once formed the eastern bank of 

the Nant Dowlais. 

 
5.1.4 Indeed the former course of the meandering Nant Dowlais can be seen in topographic 

undulations within, and adjacent to, the northern fields of the assessment area. 

 
5.1.5 A series of watercourses, visible as linear earthwork features, appear in the most 

westerly field of the assessment area. These appear to be redirecting the water from the 

Nant Dowlais towards Felin Fach (Lit tle Mill),  a structure located adjacent to the St 

Brides road. 

 
5.1.6 The field immediately south of the railway line does not appear to show the presence of 

any features associated with the 1648 battle. The very faint traces of defunct field 

boundaries running north-north-west to south-south-east are visible. These appear to be 

continuations of those visible (and still partly extant) on the northern side of the railway 

line. They appear to show that the field was previously divided into three separate 

parcels of land. 

 
5.1.7 The field located to the south of the St Brides road appears to have been divided up into 

around 20 separate fields. The relict field system can be seen in very good detail on the 

LiDAR data. Within the majority of these ridge and furrow cultivation is evident. The 

two possible dew ponds noted during the field walkover are also both seen in good 

detail. 

 
5.1.8 No further features were noted. 
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5.2 Digital  Terrain  Model 
 
5.2.1 The DTM LiDAR data, analysed at 0.5m resolution, shows the assessment area in good 

detail and removes tree canopy cover to reveal the terrain beneath (Fig 5). 

 
5.2.2 No further features were noted within the assessment area on the DTM data. 

 
5.3 LiDAR  Summary 

 
5.3.1 The analysis of the LiDAR data has revealed a number of features within the 

assessment area. Though none are evidently related to the battle, they would, 

nevertheless, have been extant at that time and are useful in reconstructing a picture of 

the past landscape. 

 
5.3.2 The course of the Nant Dowlais, for example, appears to have been located further to 

the south and east than its current canalised location. 

 
5.3.3 The intricate field system located to the south of St Brides road would likely have 

hindered any troop movements in this area. 

 

6 Metal Detector Survey 
 
6.1 Background 

 
6.1.1 Discussions with the land agent, acting on behalf of the Plymouth Estate (the 

landowners), as well as with the tenant farmers of the assessment area, revealed that 

metal detecting without permission was very common across the area with detectorists 

regularly being caught and removed from the land. 

 
6.1.2 This amount of unsolicited metal detection is very likely to have had, and indeed to 

continue to have, a detrimental effect on the archaeological resource of this area. 

 
6.2 Results ï Field south of Railway Line 

 
6.2.1 The results of the metal detector surveys are presented in figs 6-11. 

 
6.2.2 The metal detector survey of the field to the south of the railway line revealed a large 

amount of finds, many of which appeared to be related to the 1648 battle. 

 
6.2.3 The survey revealed a total of 27 items of lead shot, some evidently spent, from this 

field. 
 

6.2.4 Other finds very likely to date from the 1648 battle included 17
th 

century buckles, 

buttons and a length of bronze horse harness chain (Find no. 184). 

 
6.2.5 More personal items, perhaps those not commonly associated with such battles, but 

which soldiers would evidently carry with them, such as pewter spoons and thimbles, 

were also located. 

 
6.2.6 A large amount of scrap lead, both commonly folded sheet lead and cylindrical or 

square profile objects, were also recovered. 
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6.3 Results ï Field south of St Brides Road 
 
6.3.1 The metal detector survey of the field to the south of St Brides Road similarly revealed 

a large amount of finds, many of which also appeared to be related to the 1648 battle. 

 
6.3.2 A total of 16 items of lead shot, again with evidently spent examples, were recovered. 

 

6.3.3 As well as large amounts of scrap lead objects, other finds of note included a 17
th

 

century five point rowel spur and fragments of a pewter plate. 

 
6.4 Results ï Field north of Railway Line 

 
6.4.1 Though the area north of the railway line revealed considerably less finds than the areas 

to the south, finds related to the battle were still located. 

 
6.4.2 A total of 10 items of lead shot were recovered, as well  as several pieces of scrap lead. 

 

7 Finds 
 
7.1 Analysis ï Lead Shot 

 
7.1.1 The lead shot recovered from the St Fagans battlefield are not of a uniform size and 

vary in diameter. Three common groups are apparent. 

 
7.1.2 The first, and most common, measure between 18-19mm in diameter. As the largest and 

most common calibre within the assemblage these are assumed to relate to the 

matchlock musket. Examples of three spent musket balls are shown in plate 13. 

 
7.1.3 The second group, not as numerous as the first though still amply represented within the 

assemblage, measure 13-14mm in diameter. This would appear to show a completely 

different calibre to the first group and may therefore belong to the snaphances or 

carbines (essentially smaller muskets/enlarged pistols) of the cavalrymen. 

 
7.1.4 The third group, much less common within the finds assemblage, are small shot 

measuring between 10-12mm. The relatively small size of this calibre, twinned with its 

comparative rarity on the battlefield, is likely to relate to pistol shot. The presence of 

pistols amongst the troops of the period, on both Royalist and Parliamentarian sides, is 

likely to have been the preserve of the officers. 

 
7.2 Analysis - Buckles &  Buttons 

 

7.2.1 A number of buckles and buckle fragments dating from the 17
th 

century were recovered 

from the assessment area. The two finest examples are shown in plate 14. 

 
7.2.2 The first, smaller, example is made of copper alloy, has concave sides, and a rounded 

front with a single lobed knop. It has a narrowed and recessed strap bar and is a 

common 17
th 

century buckle (Whitehead, 1996). 
 
7.2.3 The second, larger, example is a trapezoidal shaped buckle, also of copper alloy. 

Though this buckle covers a wider date range of 1570-1700 the vast majority of these 

date from the 17
th 

century (Whitehead, 1996). 
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7.2.4 Buckles are a common battlefield loss and the location of fragmentary examples within 

the assemblage is not surprising. 

 
7.2.5 A large number of buttons were recovered from across the assessment area. The vast 

majority were of 18
th 

and 19
th 

century date, with examples of decorated (including gold 

and silver plated) dandy buttons being recovered (Bailey, 2004). 

 
7.3 Analysis ï Horse Equipment 

 
7.3.1 Three significant pieces of horse related equipment were recovered during the metal 

detector survey. Given the importance of cavalry to the narrative of the battle, 

particularly on the Parliamentarian side, finds of this nature are of great importance. 

 
7.3.2 The first is a small length of bronze chain (Plate 15). This is a fragment of horse harness 

and is likely to have come from the horse of a cavalryman. An exact parallel was 

located in 2002 during a metal detector survey on the site of the 1644 battle of Newark, 

Nottinghamshire (Pollard & Oliver, 2002). 

 
7.3.3 The second significant horse related find is a bronze five point rowel spur (Plate 16). 

Again, this is likely to have represented a loss by a cavalryman. Though their form 

varies comparatively little between the 15
th 

and 18
th 

centuries, this example is likely to 

be contemporary with the battle (Read, 2001). 

 
7.3.4 The third find is a fragment of copper alloy that might be part of a rowel spur (Plate 

17). This represents the area of the spur worn closest to the heel. This example is 

probably 17
th 

century in date (Read, 2001) and, given the context, likely to be associated 

with the 1648 battle. 

 
7.4 Analysis ï Lead Objects 

 
7.4.1 A large number, 46 in total, of scrap lead objects were recovered from across the 

assessment area. 

 
7.4.2 These commonly took the form of folded sheet lead, though cylindrical, rectangular and 

amorphous shapes were also common (Plate 18). 

 
7.4.3 The presence of scrap lead items on a battlefield of the Civil  War era is a common 

occurrence. It is likely to relate to personal, small scale, musket ball manufacture by 

individuals. Comparative examples from the 1646 siege of Raglan Castle, 

Monmouthshire, were located in 2006 (Smith, 2006). Whilst this interpretation is 

unlikely to account for all the lead objects in the assemblage, it probably accounts for 

the majority. 

 
7.1 Analysis ï Personal It ems 

 

7.1.1 A total of four thimbles of 17
th 

century date were recovered from the assessment area. 

These are shown on plate 19. Of the four examples shown, three are remarkably similar. 

One is missing its top, though this is likely to relate to damage and does not imply it had 

a different function, such as that of a tailors thimbles (Johnson, 1982). 
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7.1.2 Each of the four thimbles can be dated from parallel examples (Egan 2005) to between 

c.1630-1650. This implies they represent chance losses made during the 1648 battle, 

either by troops or non-combatants. 

 
7.1.3 A total of seven pieces of pewter spoon were located within the assessment area. None 

bear any makerôs marks or indeed retain enough diagnostic features to be accurately 

dated. Their presence within the assessment area is again likely to relate to chance 

losses by troops or non-combatants (Plate 20). 

 
7.1.4 Several fragmentary pieces of sheet pewter, taken to represent a pewter plate, were 

recovered from the same spot within the assessment area. Again, no makerôs mark was 

present. Pewter plates of the period are unlikely to have belonged to the everyday 

soldier (who was more likely to have used ceramic, leather or wooden vessels) and are 

more likely to have been owned by someone of higher rank. 

 
7.2 Finds Summary 

 
7.2.1 The finds assemblage recovered from the assessment area contained a large amount of 

material clearly dating from the 1648 battle. The presence (in some number) of 

infantrymen is attested by the musket balls, some clearly spent. The presence of cavalry 

is also represented, as are, to a lesser degree, officers. 

 
7.2.2 Given the topographical spread of finds dating from the 1648 battle it seems likely that 

fighting took place across the whole of the assessment area, and indeed extended 

beyond that. 

 

8 Discussion and Interpretation 
 
8.1 Reliability  of field investigation 

 
8.1.1 Though areas of standing water were noted during the site visit, this did restrict access 

and thus hamper the investigation. 

 
8.1.1 Whilst the distribution of finds, as shown on figs 6-11, appears to show a concentration 

of material within the field to the south of the railway line, it should be borne in mind 

that this is the only field in the assessment area to have been ploughed prior to survey; 

the turning over of the soil through plough action will  bring deeper finds within the 

range of the metal detector. In this regard the relative distribution of finds across the 

assessment area may be skewed. 

 
8.1.2 The redirection of the Nant Dowlais, as well as the drainage efforts and other water 

management schemes, combined with the presence of the large railway embankment 

and the A4232, has served to alter the landscape of the battlefield. 

 
8.2 Overall interpretation &  Evidence for  the Battle 

 
8.2.1 The overall interpretation from the work undertaken at St Fagans is that the whole of 

the assessment area appears to have been involved in the battle. This is based on the 

distribution of dateable finds recovered during the metal detector survey. 
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8.2.2 Though both infantry and cavalry are represented amongst the finds assemblage, no 

assessment can be made of their movements on the day. This is because the military 

equipment of both sides was virtually identical. 

 
8.2.3 Whilst the assessment area undoubtedly comprised part of the 1648 battlefield, it would 

not appear to have been at the centre of the fighting. This is based on the number of 

finds (particularly musket balls) and partly on the historical evidence which places the 

most intense fighting around a bridge over the Nant Dowlais. 

 
8.2.1 The location of the bridge, around which the most intense fighting took place, is clearly 

of vital importance in understanding the progress of the battle, as it is central to the 

accounts relayed in the historical sources. The LiDAR data appears to show the course 

of the Nant Dowlais prior to its being rerouted (Fig 12), and the site of a bridge is 

located to the west of Stockland Farm. This may, therefore, be the site of the most 

intense fighting. Alternatively, however, as the St Brides road would have been extant 

at the time of the battle, and would necessarily have had a crossing over the Dowlais, 

the fighting may have centred here, i.e. in the area located immediately west of the 

assessment area. 

 
8.3 Conclusions 

 
8.3.1 Based on the evidence of the current surveys it can be concluded that the whole of the 

assessment area was a part of the 1648 battlefield. 

 
8.3.2 The entire extent of the battlefield is currently unknown, though is likely to cover a 

large part of area located between the village of St Fagans and the west bank of the 

Nant Dowlais beyond Stockland Farm. 

 
8.3.3 The significance of the distribution of finds within the assessment area cannot be 

ascertained until the extent of the entire battlefield is further defined. 

 
8.3.4 The map presented in figure 13 defines the area that can be linked with the 1648 battle 

of St Fagans, based on the evidence of the current survey combined with the previous 

knowledge of the site as summarised in the pilot study (Border Archaeology 2009). 

Further work will  serve to increase or otherwise redefine this area. 

 
8.4 Recommendations for  further  investigations 

 
8.4.1 It is felt that further work in the area should include a series of additional metal detector 

surveys. This would help to better define the extent of the battlefield. 

 
8.4.2 Additional information on the distribution of battlefield finds, primarily lead shot, 

would help to identify the areas of most intense fighting. This in turn could lead to an 

improved understanding of troop movements and deployments. 

 
8.4.3 Fieldwalking in areas that are currently ploughed farmland should also be undertaken 

with finds being similarly plotted. 

 
8.4.4 Whilst test pitting in areas where the densest concentrations of finds were recovered, 

such as the field to the south of the railway line, may produce further finds related to the 
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battle, it is felt that further metal detector surveys to define the battlefields extent should 

be a priority. 
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Fig 1:Map showing general location of assessment area 
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Fig 3: OS map showing detailed location of assessment area 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fig 4:LiDAR DSM data for 

assessment area and 

surroundings.Copyright 

Reserved,Environment 

Agency Geomatics Group; 
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generated by RCAHMW 
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Fig 5:LiDAR DTM data 

of assessment area 
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Fig 9:Map showing distribution of all finds within survey areas 
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