MEYSYDD BRWYDRO HANESYDDOIHISTORIC BATTLEFIELDS IN WALES

YNG NGHYMRU

Mae@ adroddiad canlynol, a gomisiynwyd
Iy DNAL) [f&gAz
ac a ariennir gan Lywodraeth Cymru, yn
ffurfio rhan o raglen archwilio fesul cam i
daflu goleuni ar yr ystyriaeth o Gofrestr
neu Restr o Resydd Brwydro Hanesyddol
yng Nghymru. Dechreuwyd gweithio ar
hyn ym mis Rhagfyr 2007 dan
gyfarwyddyd Cadw, gwasanaeth
amgylchedd hanesyddol Llywodraeth
Cymru, ac yr oedd yn dilyn cwblhau
prosiect gan Gomisiwn Brenhinol
Henebion Cymru (RCAHMW) i bennu pa
feysydd brwydro yng Nghymru a allai fod
yn addas@ nodi ar fapia@ Arolwg
Ordnans.{ ST&Rf g&8R @&
Meysydd Brwydro, yn cynnwys aelodau o
Cadw,Comisiwn Brenhinol é¢hebion

Cymru ac Amgueddfa Genedlaethol
Cymru, a rhwng 2009 a 2014 comisiynwyd
ymchwil ar 47 o frwydrau a gwarchaeau.
Mae hyn yn bennaf yn cynnwys ymchwil
ddogfennol ehanesyddol, ac mewn 10
achos, gwaith maes heb fod yn ymyrryd a
gwaith a oedd yn ymyrryd.

O ganlyniad® gwaith hwn maeRhestr o
Feysydd Brwydro Hanesyddol yng
Nghymru
(http://meysyddbrwydro.cbhc.gov.uRAn

cael ei datblygu, dan arweiniad Comisiwn
Brenhinol Henebion Cymru ar ran Cadw.
Bydd yn adnodd deongliadol, addysgol ac
ymchwil arlein, yn anelu at gynyddu
gwybodaeth a chodi ymwybyddiaeth o
feysydd brwydro yng Nghymru, yn ogystal
ag ysgogi ymchwidellach. Gobeithir ei
lansio yn ystod gwanwyn 2017.

The following report, commissioned by
the Welsh Battlefields Steering Group and

a S @& a durded by Welsh Roygrnmerg, fonqgart

of a phased programme of investigation
undertaken b inform the consideration of
a Register or Inventory of Historic
Battlefields in Wales. Work on this began
in December 2007 under the direction of
0dKS
EnvironmentService(Cadw, and followed
the completion of a Royal Commission
the Ancient and Historical Monuments of
Wales (RCAHMW) project to determine
which battlefields in Wales might be
suitable for depiction on Ordnance Survey
mapping. The Battlefields Steering Group

D NA LJwgsestaplighed, drawing its membership

from Cadw, RGAMW and National
Museum Walesand between 2009 and
2014 research on 47 battles and sieges
was commissionedr hisprincipally
compriseddocumentary and historical
research, and in 10 casbsth non-
invasive and invasive fieldwork.

As a result of this waThe Inventory of
Historic Battlefields in Wales
(http://battlefields.rcahmw.gov.ukj is in
development, led by the RCAHMW on
behalf of Cadw. This will be an online
interpretative, educational and resezh
resource aimed at increasing knowledge
and raising awareness of battlefields in
Wales, a well asa prompt for further
research. It is due to be launched in
spring2017.
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Mae@ tabl isod yn rhest@ brwydrau @@ The table below lists the battles and sieges

gwarchaeau a ymchwiliwyd. Bydd researched. Reportsill be available to
adroddiadau ar gaelav llwytho i lawr @ download from the online Inventory as
Rhestr afein yn ogystal ag o Coflein well as from Coflein
(http://www.coflein.gov.uk/), y gronfa (http://www.coflein.gov.uk/), the online
ddata arlein ar gyfer Cofnod Henebion database for the National Monuments
Cenedlaethol Cymru (NMRW). Record of Wales (NMRW).
ENW/NAME DYDDIAD SIR NPRN YMCHWIL/RESEARCH
IDATE | HANESYDDOL
HISTORIC
COUNTY
Aberllech 1096 Sir Frycheiniog | 404446 | Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddao

(Gildas Research, 2013)
Brecknockshire

Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2013

Pont Cychod (Menai 1282 Ynys Mén 404319 | Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddo
ac Ynys Mén) (Chapman, 2013)
Anglesey
Bridge of Boats Documentary and historical
(Menai and Anglesey) research (Chapman, 2013)
Bryn Derwin 1255 Sir Gaernarfon | 402322 | Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddo

(Chapman, 2013)
Caernarfonshire

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrry:
ac aoedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg
Cymru, 2014)

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013

Norrinvasive and invasive fieldwor
(Archaeology Wales, 2014)

Bryn Glas (Pillth) 1402 Sir Faesyfed 306352 | Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddo

(Border Arbaeology, 2009)
Radnorshire

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrry:
ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoley



Cymru, 2012)
Cloddfa (Archaeoleg Cymru, 2013

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrry:
ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeolet
Cymru, 2014)

Documentary and historical
research (Border Ahaeology,
2009)

Nonrrinvasive and invasive fieldwor
(Archaeology Wales, 2012)

Excavation (Archaeology Wales,
2013)

Norrinvasive and invasive fieldwor
(Archaeology Wales, 2014)

Campston Hill 1404 Sir Fynwy 402328 | Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesydl
(Border Archaeology, 2009)
Monmouthshire
Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)
Cilgerran 1258 Sir Benfro 405201 | Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddo
(Gildas Research, 2013)
Pembrokeshire
Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2Pp13
Coed Llathan 1257 Sir Gaerfyrddin | 403587 | Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddo

Carmarthenshire

(Chapman, 2013)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrry:
ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeolet
Cymru, 2014)

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)

Norrinvasive fldwork
(Archaeology Wales, 2014)




Castell Coety
(gwarchae) /Coity
Castle (siege)

140405

Morgannwg

Glamorgan

545701

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddo
(Chapman, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)

Coleshill

1157

Sir y Fflint

Flintshire

402325

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddao
(2009)

Documentary and historical
research (2009)

Craig y Dorth

1404

Sir Fynwy

Monmouthshire

402327

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddo
(Border Archaeology, 2009)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrry:
ac a oedd yn ymyrrydAfchaeoleg
Cymru, 2014)

Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)

Norrinvasive and invasive fieldwor
(Archaeology Wales, 2014)

Crug Mawr

1136

Sir Aberteifi

Cardiganshire

402323

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesydda
(Border Archaeology, 200

Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)

Castell Cymaron

(gwarchaeau) /

Cymaron Castle
(sieges)

1144

1179

1195

1215

Sir Faesyfed

Radnorshire

545328

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddao
(Gildas Research, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2013

Cymerau

1257

Sir Gaerfyrddin

Carmarthenshire

404717

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddao
(Chapman, 2013)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrry
(Archaeoleg Cymru, 2014)




Castell Dinbych
(gwarchae) / Denbigh
Castle (siege)

Castell Dinbych
(gwarchae) / Denbigh
Castle (siege)

Castell Dinbych
(gwarchae) / Denbigh
Castle (siege)

Castell Dinbych
(gwarchae) / Denbigh
Castle (siege)

Castell Dinbych
(gwarchae) / Denbigh
Castle (siege)

Castell Dryslwyn
(gwarchae) /
Dryslwyn Castle

(siege)

Carregwastad -
Abergwaun
(ymosodiad) /
Carregwastad Point z

1282

12945

1460

1468

1646

1287

1797

Sir Ddinbych

Denbighshire

Sir Ddinbych

Denbighshire

Sir Ddinbych

Denbighshire

Sir Ddinbych

Denbighshire

Sir Ddinbych

Denbighshire

Sir Gaerfyrddin

Carmarthenshire

Sir Benfro

Pembrokeshire

545687

545613

545718

545720

545789

545605

308824

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)

Non-invasve fieldwork
(Archaeology Wales, 2014)
Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddao
(Chapman, 2013)
Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)
Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddao
(Chapman, 2013)
Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)
Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol
(Chapman, 2013)
Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)
Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesydda
(Chapman, 2013)

Documentary and hiserical
research (Chapman, 2013)
Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesydda
(Chapman, 2013)
Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)
Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesydda
(Gildas Research, 2013)
Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2013
Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddo

(Border Archaeology, 2009)

Documentary and historical



Fishguard (in vasion)

research (Border Archaeology,
2009)

K U Gower

1136

Morgannwg

Glamorgan

404856

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddao
(Gildas Research, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2013

Grosmont

1405

Sir Fynwy

Monmouthshire

402333

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddo
(Border Archaeolog 2009)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrry:
ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoles
Cymru, 2012)

Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)

Norrinvasive and invasive fieldwor
(Archaeology Wales, 2012)

Hyddgen

1401

Sir Drefaldwyn

Montgomeryshie

402310

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesydda
(Chapman, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)

Pont Irfon
(Llanganten) / Irfon
Bridge /

1282

Sir Frycheiniog

Brecknockshire

403411

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddao
(Chapman, 2013)

Documentary ad historical
research (Chapman, 2013)

Cydweli / Kidwelly

1258

Sir Gaerfyrddin

Carmarthenshire

404729

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddo
(Gildas Research, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2013

Castell Talacharn
(gwarchae) /
Laugharne Castle
(sieges)

1189

1215

12578

Sir Gaerfyrddin

545245

545341

545436

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddo
(Gildas Research, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2013




1644

545746

Maes Gwenllian

1136

Sir Gaerfyrddin

Carmarthenshi

402324

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddo
(Border Archaeology, 2009)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrry:
ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeolet
Cymru, 2012)

Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)

Norrinvasive and invasive fieldwor
(Archaeabgy Wales, 2012)

Maes Moydog

1295

Sir Drefaldwyn

Montgomeryshire

403416

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddao
(Chapman, 2013)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrry:
ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoles
Cymru, 2014)

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)

Norrinvasive and invasive fieldwor
(Archaeology Wales, 2014)

Trefaldwyn /
Montgomery

1644

Sir Drefaldwyn

Montgomeryshire

405168

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesydda
(Gildas Research, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 201:

Mynydd Carn

1081

Sir Benfro

Pembrokeshire

300319

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesydda
(Border Archaeology, 2009)

Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)

Castell Newydd
Emlyn (gwarchae) /
Newcastle Emlyn

12878

Sir Gaerfyrddin

545606

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddao
(Chapman, 2013)




(siege)

Carmarthenshe

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)

Castell Newydd
Emlyn (gwarchae) /
Newcastle Emlyn

1645

Sir Gaerfyrddin

Carmarthenshire

545768

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddao
(Chapman, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Chapman, 2013)

Gwrthryfel y
Siartwyr, Casnewydd
/ Newport Chartist
Uprising

1839

Sir Fynwy

Monmouthshire

405003

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddao
(Border Archaeology, 2009)

Documentary and historical
research (Border Achatamy, 2009)

Painscastle

1198

Sir Faesyfed

Radnorshire

402326

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesydda
(Border Archaeology, 2009)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrry:
ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeolet
Cymru, 2012)

Cloddfa (Archaeoleg Cymru, 2015

Documentary and histical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)

Norrinvasive and invasive fieldwor
(Archaeology Wales, 2012)

Excavation (Archaeology Wales,
2013)

Pennal

1472/4

Meirionnydd

Merioneth

403495

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddo
(Chapman, 2013)

Documentary and histazal
research (Chapman, 2013)

Pentraeth

1170

Ynys Mén

Anglesey

404315

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddo
(Gildas Research, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2013




Pwligwdig

1078

Sir Benfro

Pembrokeshire

405188

Ymchwil ddogfennol agnesyddol
(Gildas Research, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2013

Pwlil Melyn

1405

Sir Fynwy

Monmouthshire

402320

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddo
(Border Archaeology, 2009)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrry:
(Archaeoleg Cymru, 2@)

Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)

Nonrrinvasive fieldwork
(Archaeology Wales, 2014)

Castell Rhaglan
(gwarchae) / Raglan
Castle (siege)

1646

Sir Fynwy

Monmouthshire

545797

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddao
(Gildas Research, 28)

Documentary and historical
research (Gildas Research, 2013

Sain Ffagan/ St
Fagans

1648

Morgannwg

Glamorgan

307776

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddao
(Border Archaeology, 2009)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrry:
ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeolet
Cymru, 2012)

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrry:
ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeolel
Cymru, 2013)

Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeology,
2009)

Norninvasive and invasive fieldwlo
(Archaeology Wales, 2012)

Nonrinvasive and invasive fieldwor
(Archaeology Wales, 2013)




Twthill 1461 Sir Gaernarfon | 403421 | Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddo
(Border Archaeology, 2009)
Caernarfonshire
Documentary and historical
research (Border Archaeolpg
2009)
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Crynodeb Anhechnegol

Y ma e dinoddiadymayn amlinelluarchwiliad ArchaeologyWalesar safle
tybiedig maesbrwydr 1198 yng Nghastell Paen,Powys, ar gyfer Comisiwn
Brenhinol Henebion Cymru. Amcan y gwaith, ariennir gan Llywodraeth
Cymru,oeddhelt y st i ol a&nhamta jleoligd nfieysyddorwydrau
gwahanol argyfer RhestMeysyddBrwydrauCymru.

Yn ogystala cherddedo gwmpasy safle roedd arolwg LiDAR, datgelydd

metel a hefyd dau archwiliad gedfiseg gwrthedd. Ni ddarganfuwyd

nodweddionyn gysylltiedig© 6 frwydr wrth g r wy dsafle & darchwilio

g y d &iDAR ond, wrth drafod gydad tirfeddianwyr, nodwydyn ofalus

safleoedd lledarganfuwyd éu sgebwd yny gorffennol. Yn sgil y wybodaeth

ymafe archwiliwydy mannauymayndef nyddi o6r datgel ydd gwr't
ddargarfuwyd nifer o nodweddionyn cynnwyso leiaf tri adeilad ac, o

bosib, bedd torfol. Roald y gwrthdoddiau grwn a chwysa ddatgelwydar

yr archwiliad LIDAR ac awelwyd ar ysafle yn ddiweddach.

Fe wnaethy datgelyddionmetelddod o hyd i rai arteffactaucanol oesol,
ondnid yn gysylltiedig® &frevydr.

Non-Technical Summary

This report draws uponthe resultsgainedby surveywork undertaken athe

reputedsite of the 1198 Battle of Painscastle aPainscastle,Powys,for The

Royal Commission orthe Ancientand Historical Monumentsf Wales. The

work, funded by WelsBovernmentformspart of a larger investigation into
five battlefield sites, the objectivesof which are to gather evidencethat

will verify and inform the location and extentof Welshbattlefieldsand to

inform theconsideration okachsite for inclusionon the WelshGovernment
proposedRegisterof Historic Battlefieldsin Wales.

The work undertaken atPainscastle comprised site walkover,analysisof
LiDAR data, two geophygcal resistiviy surveysand a metaldetectorsurvey.
The site visit and LIDAR analysisdid not reveal any featuresidentifiable
with the 1198 battle, though during the site visit discussions witHocal
landowners resultedn the more acaurate location of two previously
discoveredlkeletons.

Consequently, two gebgsicalsurveys wiee undertaken close to these
locations. Onddentifieda large numberof features includingat leastthree
buildingsand a possiblemassgrave.Ridgeand furrow earthworksidentified
in this areaduring the sitevisit and LiDAR analysisclearly formedat alater
date.

The metal detectingsurveyrevealeda small amount ofmedievalfinds, none
of whichrelatedto thebatte.



1 Introduction

1.1 Location and scopeof work

111

11.2

In March 2012 ArchaeologyWalescarriedout a seriesof archaeologicainvestigations
aroundPairscastle Powys,NGR SO 1664246118(Fig 1).

The work, funded by Welsh Governmemas carriedout at the requestof the Royal
Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Wales (Henceforthi The
Commission).lt forms partof a seriesof battlefieldsurveys undertken by Archaeology
WalesLtd on behalf ofThe Commission, the primary objective of which te inform
the consideratiorof each battlefield site for inclusion on a proposedBattlefields
Register foWales.

2 Aims & Objectives

2.1 Outline Requirements

211

2.1.2

2.13

214

The objective of the work at eachsite is to gatherevidencethat will help verify and
inform the location,extentandarchaeoloigal characteof the correspondingdpattlefield.
Thefundamental criterionis thatin order for a battlefieldto be proectedandfor change
to be managed, itdocation and extent must be confidenty identified. Inaddition the
battlefieldmust meetatleastoneof thefollowing threecriteria:

Be associaed with historical eventsor figures of national importance (i.e military
innovatons,direct associationsvith natiorally importantfiguresor eventsandwhether
theengagememlayedakey rolein acampaign);andor

Have significant physical remains and/or archaeologicapotential (i.e include
naturalor constructedphysical featuresat the time of the engagment, evidence from
theengagemertdr otherrelatedoburied archaeologicatvidence)and/or

Have a clearlandscapecontextthat allows the eventsof the battle to be understood
or interpreted (i.e the initial area of deployment and fighting, wider landscape
incorporatingearthworks,skirmishes,camps, burial, line of adwance and retreat,and
detacheetlementssuchasmemorials)

2.2 Geologyandtopography
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The unddying solid geology of théPainscastlearea is primarily made up ofthe
undifferentiated LudlowRocks series,composedof mudstone siltstoneand sandstone
depositqBritish GeologicalSurwey, 2001).

The soils in this areaconsistof the typical brown earthsof the DENBIGH 1 series
(541)) comprising well-drained fineloamy and silty soils ovelying Palaeozoicslaty
mudstoneandsiltstone.



2.2.3
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2.25

The areasuroundng the village of Painscase is dominated by a motte and bailey
fortification constructedon the top of a natural ridge. The motte has a clear 360°
panoramaf thelandscape.

Painscase is locatedon the southernfacing slopeof a valley, at the bottom of which
runsthe Bachawy, a small tributary streem of the river Wye. The bottomof the river
valley islocated approximatelyat 227m OD ascomparedto the motteandbailey on the
higherground to thenorth, locatedat 274mOD.

The wider landscapesurroundng the site of Painscastlds chaacterisedby sparsely
populated, tre¢essupland.The Begwnsto the southrise to 415mOD whilst Llanbedr
hill to thenorthrisesto 465mOD.

2.3 Archaeologicaland Historical Background
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2.3.2

2.3.3
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2.35

A complete descriptionof the Battle of Painscase is containedwithin the pilot study
undertakenby Border Archaeology (2009 The main ewerts, however, can be
summariseds follows:

The precisesite of the battle of Painscastlés unclearbut it is presimed to havebeen
situatedsomewherein the immediatevicinity of the castle(NGR SO 166462). The OS
1:25000 map marksthe site of the batle in a field situatedimmediately tothe south
westof the scheduledeathworks of the castle,while the historian P. Remfry mentions
that 6 e vteday bonesof the fallen are uncovered duringploughing or road widening
operationgo thesouthofthec ast | e 6 .

The battle of Painscase shouldbe viewedin the contextof the protractedstrugglefor
control over the Central Marches(comprising the cantrefsof Elfael, Cedewain and
Maelierydd) betweenthe Anglo Norman Marcher lords (in particularthe families of
Mortimer and de Braos) and the native Welsh princes, which appearsto have
intensified significarly following the deathof the powerful Welshlord of Deheubarth,
Rhys ap Gruffydd, in April 1197. The previousyear,the lord Rhys hadled a successful
campaignin Elfaelin response tahe capure of Cymaron Castléy RogerMortimerin
1195. He defeatedthe Mortimers ina pitchedbattle nearNew Radnorand sackedthe
town andcastle, aswell as briefly capturingthe cagle of Pairscastle. Thedeath of the
lord Rhys resulted in a pditical vacuumand an abs@ce of strongleadershimmongthe
Welsh of the centralMarches,a situationthat was exploited notonly by the Marcher
lords, but also by otherWelshprinces,in particularGwenwynwyn, who had succeeed
his fatherOwain Cyfeiliog asruler of southerrPowys.

In view of Gwenwynwynd aggressivepolicy of territorial expansionjt was probably
inevitable thathe would attempt to asserthis authorty over the cantrefsof the central
Marches,as their ruling dynasties wereseemingly weak and engulfedin internecne
conflicts, particularly following the deathnot only of the lord Rhys but also Maelgwn
apCadwallon]ord of Maelienydd n thesameyear.

Severalacounts of the eventsprior to the battle are containedin the 6 Dtéxt of the
AnnalesCambriaeandthe PeniarttMS. 20 andRedBook of Hergestextsof theBrut y
Tywysogionwhich allappearto be derived from a commonsource The entry sub anno



1198 describeshow 6 dingrthis year Gwenwynwyn proposedo restorethe Welshto
their former dignity and restoretheir boundariego their rightful owners,which had
beenlost by themthroughthe multitude of their sins;and aroundthe feastof St Mary
Magdaleneassenbled a greatarmy, in undert&ing this tasksupportedy all the princes
of Wales. And having as@mbled togetherthey laid siegeto Pairts Castlefor three
weekswith greatexhortationof wrath,althoughin their strugglenot having recoursdo
theirmachires of war (ie. segeenginesh

2.3.6 It would appearthat Gwenwynwyn asembled a substantialarmy aroundJuly 22nd,
1198andthen marcheddirectly on the castleof Panscadite (Cagellum Paen) which he
then proceeded tobesiegefor three weeks. The castle was of key importance,
controlling thestrategically mportantBachavy valley, one of the principal gatewgs
betweenEngland and central Wales, and functiored as the caput or administrative
centre of a lordship encanpassing thenative Welsh commoteof Elfael Is Mynydd
(Lower Elfad).

2.3.7 The Welsh chronicle sourcesall draw attentionto the size of Gwenwynwynd $orces
and, significanty, emphasizehis poor preparatonsandin particularhis failure to bring
the necesary siege engines tobesiege the caste. The 6 D text of the Annalesis
particularly sharp in its criticism of Gwenwnwy n 6 s p r énpthis raspecto n s
remarking acidy that 6 i fact they were ignorantand not preparedfor the wretched
outcame of theirundertaking 6 .

2.3.8 Accordingto the 6 Dtéxt of the Anndes Cambriag the Englishwereinitially 6 st r u c k
with t e r ondeardingof Gwenwynwyné attackand promptly releasedGruffydd ap
Rhys (sonof the lord Rhys) whom Gwenwymwyn had surrenderednto English handsa
year earlier, apparentlyto persuadeGwenwynwyn or his allies to make peaceand
abandorthe siege althowh it may simply havebeena delaying tacticin orderto enable
a sufficiently large amy to be raisedto relieve PainscastleThe military preparation®f
the English are briefly describedby the contemporary Englsh annalist Roger of
Howden,who relateshow Geoffreyfitz Peter,HubertWalterts successoas Justiciar of
England6 o as®&mbling alarge army proceededo Walesto succourthe people of
William de Braose,whom Gwenwynwyn, the brother of Cadwallon,had besiegedn
Mat i Cabtle(@esPai nscastl e) 6.

2.3.9 Of particularsignificanceis Geraldof Wa | edssariptionof thelocale, relatinghow ¢ i t
happenedhat the Welshhad besiegedPainscase (CastellumPagani) recentlybuilt in
Elfael, a great multitude of the English army had beenassemted atHay and from
aroundthosep a r FrentG e r a dccbdnsseveralkey points can be gleaned firstly
that Geoffreyfitz Petermusteredhis forcesat Hay (probablyadvancing alongthe Wye
valley westwards fromHereford) and that a significant propation of the aimy was
recruitedfrom thelocality.

2.310 RalphdeDi c¢ edordgednporey accountprovidesa specificdatefor the battle, namely
October13th, 1198 (the feastof St Hippdytus) andis the only sourceto describethe
respectiveorder of battle for the English and Welsh forces.He describeshow 6 i the
first battalion (catena) of the Welsh only infantry were assembled, irthe second,
infantry andcavally, in the third only cavaty. The first battalionof the Englishsoldy
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2.312

2.313

2.314

2.315

2.316

consisted ofnfantry, in the secondonly cavalrywhile the third battalion conprisedthe
remainingstrengthof the amy (totumrobur exercius)a

It is unclearwhetherthis representsan acarate depiction of the respectiveformations
of the English and Welsh forces, however Ralph had close contactswith the royal
administration (includingHubertWalter Archbishopof Canterbuy), which could have
provided him with reasonaly reliable information on the engageent. Ralph then
describesiow 6 ahte first onslaught thaVelshturnedtail, their camp beingplundered;
many were captured andnany more killed, it is said, evento the number of three
thousaula

Rogerof Howdenstateshato a | t h oWegshin atmk werevery numerous,still not
beingableto makeresistnce tothe forcesof the English,they were put to flight, and
throwing away their arms, that, being less burdenedthey might move more swiftly,
therewere slain more than 3700 of them, besidss thosewho were captured andhose
who beingfatally woundedescapedrom thefielda

The 6 D text of the AnnalesCambriae staes that the English forces 6 i the first
onslaughtrove the miserablepeopleinto flight, capguring sane andslitting the throats
of othersas sheep;and so this unheardof massace and unaccustomed killingook
placéd The Annalesand the Brut list the Welsh leaders killedduring the battle,
consistingof Anarawdap Einion, Owain Cascobap Cadwallon, Rhirydap lestyn and
RobertapHywel.

The casualies suffered by the Englishforcesappearto have been remarkably light in

view of the substantial sizef the armiesinvolved. Theaccountof Ralph of Howden
relateshow @n the side of the English, onlyone personwaskilled, beingaccidentally
woundedby an arrow incautiousy aimedby one of his compa n i oTihis niight well

be regardedas a slightly absurdexaggeration ofhe limited casualties suffered by the
Englishforces,howevera similar staementoccursin a letter written by HubertWalter
Archbishop of Canterburyto Gerald of Wales shorty after the battle, in which he
remarksthat 6 i the encountemat that placeneitherspeamor bow had powerto wound
to deathonemanofallourh o st 6 .

The site of the battleis placedby both the Englishand Welsh chroniclesourcesn the
vicinity the castle of Padnscastle, althoughhey do not state precisely where the
engagenent took placein relationto the castleitself. Later evidenceof place names
near to the castle, derived from deeds, manorial records and historic mapping is
extramely limited in scope.

The only authority to indicatea probablelocationfor the main sceneof battleis P.

Remfry, who stateshaté e vt@day bonesof thefallen areuncoverediuring ploughing
or road widening operationsto the south of the ¢ a s taltheughunfortunatelythere
appeargo be no archaeologicatecordof thesefinds. In view of Gerald of Waless
tesimony that the Englishforcesmustered atHay, it would certainly appearogical to
assme that the English approached ém the south east, from Hay via Clyro and
crossingthe Afon Bachawy at Rhyd-lydan. The ford at Rhyd-lydan wassuggestedy
Dawsonas a possiblebatle site, referring to the previousdiscoveryof ¢ aancient



swordandcannonbaldat the ford, which he interpgretedasé r e df someof the great
battlesthatragedroundPainscasti@

3 Methodology

3.1 SiteVisit

3.1.1 ProjectManagerChris E Smith (MIfA) underbok the site visit on 23rd Janwary 2012.
All of the assessmerdreawas subjectto the walkover. All areaswere photographed
usinghigh resolution(14MP) digital photography.

3.2 LiDAR Data Analysis

3.2.1 LIiDAR daa, at a resolution of 2m, was analysed by ArchaeologyWalesLtd at The
Commission.Examination of the ground sirface ofthe assessmerareawasundertaken
usingboth digital shadowmodelsanddigital terrainmodds.

3.3 GeophysicalResistivity Survey

3.3.1 Two geophysical survgs, usingan RM15 resistity, were undertakemt Painscaks.
The first (Field 1) was undertaken oppositthe trout pools at Rhydydan whilst the
second (Field2) wasundertakenn the field adjacent to theria at Rhydydan (Fig 2).
The geophysical surveywasundertakenby Chris E Smith (MIfA) and Dr Neil Phillips
(Archaeological Perspegtisand Analysis Constutancyi HenceforthAPAC).

3.3.2 A surveygrid measuring a total of 80m x 40m was laid out on eachsite and was
composed ofeight smaller,20mx 20m, grids. The grids werelaid out usinga Topcon
GTStotal stationandwerethentied into surroundngfield boundaies.

3.3.3 All geophysical survey data was downloadedinto ArcheoSurvgor and collated as
.CMP files for processingAll total station files for surveylocationwere downloaded
into AutoCAD asDXF files.

3.3.4 All workswere undertakem accordancevith the IfAG Stardards and Guidance: for a
geophysicasurvey(2008 andcurrentHealthandSafetylegislation.

3.4 Metal Detector Survey

3.4.1 A detailedmetaldetector surveyasundertakerby Chris E Smith andvolunteersfrom
the Gwentand SwanseaMetal Detecting Clubs.Areassubjectto surveyincludedfields
at Llan y Caeand Trewyrlod, opposte the ford at Rhydlydan and the areaof higher
ground to the westof the motteandbailey (Figs3 & 4).

3.4.2 Eachfield wasdividedinto transectof equal width and markedwith canesto ensue
coverageEach transectwvasassignedo a metal déectoristwho scannedhe areatwice,
oncegoingup thefield andagainonthereturn.

3.4.3 All metaldeectorsweresetto6 AMé t mddésoasto includeresponsefrom ferrous
objects.



3.4.4

3.4.5

3.4.6

When a find was locatedit was placed in situ within a finds bag with a markerflag
placed next to it. Subsequently,the finds were collded by the supervising
archaeologist. Eacliind was labelledwith an individual find number and each
numberedfindspotwasmarkedusinga handheldsarminEtrex GPS.

The grid coordinatesrom eachfindspot were enteredinto both an excel spreadshet
detailing all the finds and into a GIS programto show their distribution acoss the
asgssmentarea.

No finds which were clearly of 20™i 21% century date or clearlyidentifiable as
agriculturémachinerywere retainedto form part of the project archive. Thesefinds
wereremoved from siteand discardedawayfrom the surveyarea.

4 SiteVisit Results

4.1 Ground and weatherconditions

41.1

The site visit was undertakenin good light condiions, which were conduciveto the
identification of more ephemeral features.The wedher was overcast,damp and cold.
Groundconditionswerethussoft.

4.2 Fieldsto the Westof PainscastleMotte (Figs5 & 6, Plates1-6)

42.1

4.2.2

4.2.3

42.4

This areaincorporateghe two fields locatedimmedately to the west of the motte and
bailey fortification. The most northerly of the two, butting onto the B4594 along its
northernedge, containsan areaof high ground. The knoll of high ground sits at NGR
SO 16307 46243 and is locatedat 277m OD. It is at rougHy the sameheight as the
motte which is located some300m awg. Both the height of the knoll above the
surrounding landscapendits distancefrom the motte would make it anideal location
for abesiegindgorce (Plate4).

The high goundfalls awayto the souh (towardsthe valleybottom) andeast, foming a
dip of lowerground betweerthehigh knoll andthe motte andbailey.

Earthworksare visible within this field. Two long parallel features run eastto west
acrossthe field though are likely to representdefunct field boundaries rathethan
featuresassociatedvith the battle(Plate2).

The secondield to the westof the motte, locatedto the south ofthe first field, doesnot
appearto contain any earthworkfeatures.Mole hills notedin this field did produce
medievalceramicswheninvestigated.

4.3 Fieldsto the South of PainscastleMotte (Figs5 &6, Plates1-6)
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4.3.2

This areacomprisesatotal of threefields locatedto the southof Painscase motte.

The first is small and squareand adjoins the south easterncorrer of the motte and
bailey. It slopesdown to the southeastand doesnot appearto contain anyearthwork
featuresassociatedvith thebattle.



4.3.3

4.3.4

43.1

The second idargerand moreirregularly shaped.lt extendsall the way down the slope
to the valley bottom, the Bachawy, effectivdy forming its souttern edge.Similarly, no
earthworkfeatureslikely to be associateavith the battlewerelocated in thisfield.

Both of the two fields describedaboveare separatedrom the fields immediatelyto the
westof the motte and bailey by a hollow way (Plate3). This runs northreast tosouth
westfor approximately 250m and appearsto be of same antiquity. An original entrance
to the deferces mayhavebeenlocatedat the point whereit meets the edgeof the outer
bailey.

The third field in this areais locatedimmediatelyto the southof the motte andbailey
defencesndis boundedby theroad heaihg northinto Painscase from the Rhydlydan
ford. Ridge andfurrow cultivation is evidentwithin the field aswell asa defunctfield

bounday running north-eastto southwest acrossthe area. No earthwork features
associgedwith the1198battlewere noted.

4.4 Llany Cae& Trewyrl od
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4.4.2

4.4.3

The fields at Llan y Caeand Trewyrlod form a comparativelysmall areaimmediately
adjacento theBachawy, northof thetrout poolsat Rhydlydan.

The smaller squarefield, adacentto the 18" centuy farm buildingsat Trewyrlod, did
notappeato containany earthworkfeaturesandwaslargelyflat.

The largerfield at Llan y Cae,which surroundsthe small squarefield at Trewyrlod,
slopesdown steeplytowardsthe Bachawy immediately adjacento the trout pools of
Rhydydan.No featuresassociategdvith the battlewerevisible.

4.5 Field to the Westof Rhydlydan Farm

45.1

Thefield to the westof Rhydydanfarm slopesfrom southto north andis locatedon the
southside of the Bachawy. Ridgeand furrow marks running acrossthe slope, eastto
west, are apparentwithin its surface.No earthworkfeaturesassocatedwith the battle
areevident.

4.6 SiteVisit Summary

4.6.1

4.6.2

4.6.3

The sitevisit at Painscastldid not revealany featureseadilyidenifiable with the 1198
battle. Removedfield boundariesvere apparenin a few places asvasthe evidencefor
ridge and furrow cultivation. Cultivaion of this kind may have servedto truncateand
maskfeaturesassocigedwith thebattle.

The two skeletongo the south of the castle(Fig 4) mentionedby Remfry (1999)were
locatedby the landownerat Rhydlydan,in 1979-80. Conversatins withthe landowner
revealedhow the first was locatedduring mechantal excavationof the troutpools in
1979. Police and archaeologists werecalled though no further archaeological
investigaton wasundertakerf Pers.Comm).

The second.,found in 1980, was locatedduring road widening to the farm entrance,
within the most northety entranceinto Rhydydanfarm. Again, archaeologist¢from



46.4

4.6.5

the National Museum) investigated, buthey discardedthe bones after excavation
(Landowner Pers. Comm.). Both the landowner ofRhydydan Fam and that of
Trewyrlod mentioned an apparent dispropantin the skeletonsaims (Pers Comm.)
which may indicateheybelongedo anarcher.

The landownenof Rhydlydan also statedthat the skeletonsof several horseshave
been foundn thearea(Pers.Comm).

The most useful aspect of the site visit was that it allowed the chance to gatler
information fromthe local landowners. Thisvas particularly importantas no written
recordsof the skeletonsincoveredat Rhydydanexist.

5 LIDAR DataAnalysis

5.1 Digital Shadow Model

51.1

51.2

5.1.3

The DSM LIiDAR data,amalysedat 2m reslution, showsthe assesmentarea in good
detail (Fig 5).

All of the fields of the assesmentarea, with the exceptionof Trewyrlod and Llan y
Cae,showevidenceof ridgeandfurrow cultivation.In sane instances,most notablythe
two fields to the southof the previousy mentionechollow way, the ridge and furrow
cultivation haschangedlirectionat somepoint leavinga crosshatchpatternvisible on
theLiDAR data.

Removed field boundariedn this areashow how the landscapes likely to havebeen
charactrisedby smaller medievalfields prior to the 18" and 19" centuy Parliamentary
Acts of EnclosurgWilliamson,2002).

5.2 Digital Terrain Model
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The DTM LiDAR daa, analysedat 2m resolution,showsthe assessmerareain good
detailandremovestreecan@y coverandbuildingsto revealtheterrainbene#h (Fig 6).

No furtherfeaturesverenotedonthe DTM dataplot.

5.3 LIDAR Summary

531

53.2

5.3.3

The LIiDAR dataappeargo show that the courseof the Bachawy has changedvery
little. Irregular winding featuresrepresentingorevious coursesare only visible to the
southwestthoughthe areaof the valley bottomis always likely to havebeenreasonaly
wet.

No featuresseemingly associatedvith the battle are notedin any of the fields to the
southof Painscase.

No earthwak featuresare visible in the fields immediatelyto the west of the motte.
Notably,noformsof siegeworksarevisible onthe high knoll to the west.
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No featuredikely to havebeenas®ciatedwith the battle or siege are visible eitherin
theas®ssment areaor thewider surroundindandscape.

6 Geophysical Survey

6.1 Resistivity Results

6.1.1

6.1.2

6.1.3

6.1.4

6.1.5

6.1.6

6.1.7

6.1.8

6.1.9

It was decidedhatthe areadikely to bethe most conduciveto geophysicalsuvey were
thoselocatedclosesto thetwo skeletongFig 2).

Sunweys were thus caried out in the field at Llan y Cae (survey 1), immediately
oppositethe trout pools (with kind permissiorof the landowner, andin the field to the
westof Rhydydan Farm (survey?2), immediatelyopposte the most northety entrance
to thefarm (with kind pemissionof the landowner(Fig 2).

Surnwey 1 (Llany Cae)coveredan areaof sloping ground giving way to flat ground
closeto the edgeof the Bachawy. It wasnotedduringthe surwey that, in placeson the
slope,the bedrock wascloseto the suface,asthe probesof the resistivity meter could
only beinsertedwith somedifficul ty.

The results of survey 1, presentdd figure 7, indicatethe presenceof banded
geological érmations inthe areaof the slopegiving way to a much deepersoil deposit
adjacento theBachawy ontheflat area.

FeaturesA, C and D on the plot for surveyl (Figure 7) arelikely to be gedogical in

natureratherthan anthropogenicindeed,this bandng of gedogical depositscloseto

the surfacecan alsobe observedonthe DSM andDTM LiDAR plots (Figs5-6). Feature
B, howevermaybe of achaeologicainterestas itdoesnot appeato bein line with the
geologicalformations. Alow redstancefeaturesuchasthis is suggestiveof something
cutinto the groundsuchasa pit.

Theresultsof survey?2, presentedn figure 8, indicatea lot of aciivity within this area.
FeaturedB, E andF appeato be structuref which thereis no tracewithin the surface
of the field. Feature Bappears tobe locaed within the corner of a smdl square
enclosurefeatureD. Fedure C appeas to be a wall and may be associtedwith B and
D.

FeatureG appearsto haveresultedfrom a seiiesof linear, low resistancerealings and
mayrepresenaditch or theline of arobbedoutwall.

The feature ofmost intrest, however, is A. This large area of low resistane,
interspersedvith smallareas ofhigh resistanceis indicativeof a very largepit. A large
pit of thiskind couldconceivablyrepresena mass grave.

Furtherfeaturesare likely to existtowards the northendof the plot within mixed areas
of highandlow resigance.

10



6.2 GeophysicalSurvey Summary

6.2.1 Surwy 1 showsthe likely presencef one archaeobgical featureof undetemined date
or function. The fact that the bedrockis very closeto the surfacemay indicate that it
wascutinto therock.

6.2.2 Surnwey 2 showsthe presenceof a lot of archaeologial featuresMost notablearethree
likely buildingsanda large areaof disturbance whicltould feasbly representt mass
grave.

6.2.3 It is alsoworth noting that the field in which survey?2 was undertakeris coveredby
cultivation ridgeswhich overlie, and therefore postlate, thefeaturesidentified by the

geofghysics.
7 Metal Detector Survey

7.1 Locations

7.1.1 Whilst a metal detectorsuvey on all of the fields within the assesmentarea would
haverevealedmany finds of medieval dte, it was felt that only two locations would
havebeensuitablefor the 1198 battle, the areaaraund the Rhydydan ford,acrossthe
Bachaw, andtheareaof high groundto thewestof themotte (Figs3 & 4).

7.1.2 All otherlocationswould likely be too closeto the motte andbailey, more specifically
to thedefendersirrows to bethesiteof the battle.

7.1.3 Metal detecbr surveys were thusonly undertakenn the fieldsat Llan y Cae, Trewyrlod
andto the west of Rhydlydan,and in the field with the high knoll to the west of the
motte and bailey. Llan y Caewas alsothe locationfor Surwey 1, andthe field to the
westof Rhydlydanthelocationfor Suvey 2.

7.2 Resultsi Trewyrlod & Llan y Cae(Figs9-15)

7.2.1 Thearess suveyedby metal detectorat Llan y Caeand Trewyrlod revealeda moderate
amountof finds, only two of which weremedevalin date(spindlewhorlsi find no.s
102& 133)and clearlynotrelatedto the battle.

7.2.2 Thebladeof aniron bill hook (find 101) hot dissimilar to thoseof the medievalperiod,
wasalsolocated.

7.2.3 Thevastmajority of findswereof postmedievalor moderndate.

7.2.4 Thelocationof finds recoveredat Llan y Caedid not appearto bearany relationto the
resultsof the geoplysicalsurwey undertakern thearea(Surveyl).

7.3 Resultsi Field westof Rhydlydan (Figs 9-15)

7.3.1 Thefield at Rhydydan revealeda moderateamount of finds, three of which are likely
to be medieval in date.Thesewere two iron horseshodéragments(find no.s8 & 25) and
afurtherspindle whorl (find no.47).

7.3.2 Anirontanged object,possiblya knife (find no.30) wasalsorecovered.
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7.3.3 Again,thevastmajority of finds from this areawereof postmedieval or moderndate.

7.3.1 Thelocationof finds did not appearto bearany specificrelation to the resultsof the
geophysicalsurey undertakerin thearea(Survey?).

7.4 Resultsi Field westof PainscastleM otte and Bailey (Figs 16-20)

7.4.1 The areato the west of the motte and bailey, including the high ground, revealeda
modeate amountof finds, sevenof which were of medieval dateTheseincludeda
copperalloy buckle (find no. 249) with enanel shields,a lead coin weight (find no.
215), cain fragments(find no.s246 & 250) and spndle whorls (find no.s278, 195 &
191).

7.4.2 Again,thevastmajority of finds from this areawereof postmedieval or moderndate.

7.4.3 Thedistribuion of medievalfinds appearedo be quite distinct with two smallisolated
groupsbeing readilyappaent(Figs16,18-20).

8 Finds

8.1 Llany Cae& Trewyrl od - Analysis

8.1.1 The two finds clearly identifiable as medievalin daterecoveed from this area were
both spindlewhorls. Oneis a decoratedcexample, a parallel for which was excavated at
Oswestry in2002 and datesto the 13" centuy (Smith, 2005). Theother is a plain,
undecoratedexanple of uncertairdate.

8.1.2 Thebladeof the bill hook (Plate7) is of uncetain date Whilst tools of this type would
undoubtedy havebeenusedasweaponof the peasantevy in the 12" century(Wise,
1975)the design of the bladeremainsconstanthroughoutthe agesso could datefrom
anyperiod,includingthe 20" centugy.

8.2 Field westof Rhydlydan - Analysis

8.2.1 Thetwo iron horseshodragmentsare medievalin date,thoughconsideraly later than
the 1198batle. Theyboth appear tde of type 4 andarelikely to datefrom 1350-1400
(Clark,1995.

8.2.2 Theiron tangedobject(Plate 8) may be a knife fragmentthoughno securedae canbe
assignedo it.

8.3 Field westof PainscastleMotte and Bailey - Analysis

8.3.1 Of the findsrecoveredrom this areahe mostinterestings the copperlloy single loop
bucklewith two enanelled shields(Plate9). It appearsto be a singleloop buckledated
stylistically to the periodc. 12501400 (Whitehead 1996). Given how thin the material
of thebuckleis, it would appeato be for somethingdecorativerather thanfunctional. If
anytensionwasappliedto it the metalwould sheer.
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8.3.2 Two fragmentarycoins, long cross penniesof Edward | or Il (12721327) (Spink,
2003),were alsorecoveredrom this areaand appearto representhe earliestfinds in
thewholeasamnblage.

8.3.3 No materal definitelyrelaedto the 1198battlewasrecovered.
8.4 Finds Summary

8.4.1 Despitethe presencewithin the finds assenblage oftwo iron objects(the bill hook and
the knife fragment)which could cornceivably beweaponsthey could both equaly be
tools anddatefrom any period. No items recovered dung the surveys can be datedto
the late 12" centuy. The 13" centurycoinsof Edward I/1l, recoveredo the westof the
motte, appeato representhe earliestdateable materal within thefinds asemblage.

9 Discussion and Interpetation

9.1 Reliahility of field investigation

9.1.1 The field investigationwas not hampered by bad weatherand the ground conditions
remainedgoodthroughoutall aspect®f thefieldwork.

9.1.2 The lack of recentploughingin the fields which were subjectto survey may have
prevented therecovery of items locaed at depthsbeyond the range of the metal
detectors.

9.2 Overall interpretation & Evidencefor the Battle

9.2.1 The approachof the Englisharmy towards Painscastlefrom the directionof Clyro to
the southeast;s likely to havemeant thathe Welshwould havepositionedthemselves
betweenPainscaste and the approaching ramy. This would have beendone out of
necessityto stop the relieving force from reachingthosein the motte and bailey and
thuscombining forces.

9.2.2 For the Welsh to havelined up along the Bachawy,as has beensuggestedn some
sourceswould havebeento yield the high groundoppositeto the approachind=nglish.
It would appearto make far more sensefor the Welshto have positionedthemseles
beyond the Bachaw, up to the crest of the ridge, just above the presentsite of
Rhydydan farm(Fig 21) as this is an eminently more defendable positioandoffers a
much bettervistaof the surroundnglandscape.

9.2.3 It is no doubtof significancethatthe skeletongliscoveredn this areawereeachlocated
below the ridge, one on the slope agacentto Rhydydan Farm and one on the flat
groundby the Bachawy (in the areaof the trout pools).If, asthe historical sourcesl|
state the Welshwereputto flight within thefirst attack, thena retreatdownthe slopeto
the rear othe amy (wherethe skeletonsverelocated) would be the naturaland fastet
courseof action. The largeareas of disturbance locéed on the geoplysics closeo this
areamay attest to the presence ofa massgrave.Local tradition hadt thatthe Bachawy
ran red with blood andthe bodieswereburiedin the softer,deeperearthadjacent tats
course.
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9.24

Thelocationof the camp from which the Welsh laid siegeto Painscastléor three weeks
is unknown. Howevergiven the amount of featuresand generaldisturbancein the
geoplysical suney of field 2, it is not unreasonable tassime it may well have been
locatedhere.Whilst this may havebeensomedistarce awayfrom the castle,the camp
would haveneededo remainbeyond the rangeof weapondired fromiit.

9.3 Conclusions

9.3.1

9.3.2

9.3.3

9.34

Basedon the evidenceof the recently undertakersurveys the followingconclusiongan
bereached:

1 Featuresf likely mediewal datearelocatedin the field adjacento the farm at
Rhydydan(Survey 2).

9 Two previouslydiscoveredskeletonswere identified in the same area,one of
which was from the same field. (The locations ofboth of thesehave now been
accuratelyecorded).

The relative lack of finds of medievaldatein the field to the west of the motte and
bailey probablyrulesthis areaout as béng the site of the battle. The soil hereis shallow
(indeedthe bedrockis visible in place$, soit is unlikely that medieval findssurvived
beyondtherangeof the metal detectors.

Similarly, the lack of featuresfrom the geoplysical surwy at Llan y Cae (Surveyl),
combinedwith the lack of medievalmaterialfrom the detectorsurweys at Llan y Cae
andTrewyrlod, probablyrulesouttheseareasaslikely locationsfor the battle.

Assuming that the implication inherentin all the historic documentss true, and the
Englishapproached fronthe southeast,this would appearto leavethe only viable site
for the battle, that locatedaroundthe ridge line to the south of the Bachawy, above
Rhydydan Fam. The map presentedn figure 21 showsthe extentof the areawhich
can,at presat, be tentatively inkedto the battle. Furtherwork will helpto expandand
definethis area.

9.4 Rewmmmendationsfor further investigations

9.4.1

9.4.2

It is felt that furtherwork in the areashould includethe excavation otestpits or small
trencheswithin the field adjacentto Rhydydan Fam (the locaion of Suvey 2). The
locationsof thesewould beinformedby the resultsof the geoplysical survey.

It is also suggestedhat further geophysical surneys shouldbe undertakenin, at least,
the three fields immediatelyto the eastof Rhydydan fam. Ideally thesewould be
combinedwith metal detector suneys acrosgshesameareas.
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Fig 01: Map showing generd locion ofassessnent ares
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Fig 3:Metal detector survey areasto west of Painscastle '
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Fig 5: LIDAR DSM plot showing all of assessment area
and surroundings. Copyright Reserved, Environment
Agency Geomatics Group; hillshade *DSM/DTM*
view generated by RCAHMW




Fig 6: LIDAR DTM plot showing all of assessment area
and surroundings. Copyright Reserved, Environment
Agency Geomatics Group; hillshade *DSM/DTM*
view generated by RCAHMW




Plot 1: Black = hg resistanc white = low resistance

Plot 2: Black = high resistance, turkuoise = low resistance

Plot 3: Blue = high resistance, green = low resistance

Plot 4: Red = high resistance, blue = low resistance
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Date: 20th March 2012
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Scale: See scale bar
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Plot 1: Green = high resistance, blue = low resistance

Plot 7: Traced interpretation

Plot 2: Reverse of plot 1

Plot 4: Reverse of plot 3
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Plot 6: Graduated plot. Black = high resistance, white = low resistance
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Scale: See bar scale
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Fig 10: Post-medieval findspots at Painscastle southern survey area
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Fig 11: All findspots at Painscastle southern survey area
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Fig 12: Geophysical survey areas in relation to medieval detector finds
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