
MEYSYDD BRWYDRO HANESYDDOL 

YNG NGHYMRU 

Mae’r adroddiad canlynol, a gomisiynwyd 

gan Grŵp Llywio Meysydd Brwydro Cymru 

ac a ariennir gan Lywodraeth Cymru, yn 

ffurfio rhan o raglen archwilio fesul cam i 

daflu goleuni ar yr ystyriaeth o Gofrestr 

neu Restr o Feysydd Brwydro Hanesyddol 

yng Nghymru.  Dechreuwyd gweithio ar 

hyn ym mis Rhagfyr 2007 dan 

gyfarwyddyd Cadw, gwasanaeth 

amgylchedd hanesyddol Llywodraeth 

Cymru, ac yr oedd yn dilyn cwblhau 

prosiect gan Gomisiwn Brenhinol 

Henebion Cymru (RCAHMW) i bennu pa 

feysydd brwydro yng Nghymru a allai fod 

yn addas i’w nodi ar fapiau’r Arolwg 

Ordnans.  Sefydlwyd y Grŵp Llywio 

Meysydd Brwydro, yn cynnwys aelodau o 

Cadw, Comisiwn Brenhinol Henebion 

Cymru ac Amgueddfa Genedlaethol 

Cymru, a rhwng 2009 a 2014 comisiynwyd 

ymchwil ar 47 o frwydrau a gwarchaeau.  

Mae hyn yn bennaf yn cynnwys ymchwil 

ddogfennol a hanesyddol, ac mewn 10 

achos, gwaith maes heb fod yn ymyrryd a 

gwaith a oedd yn ymyrryd.   

O ganlyniad i’r gwaith hwn mae Rhestr o 

Feysydd Brwydro Hanesyddol yng 

Nghymru 

(http://meysyddbrwydro.cbhc.gov.uk/) yn 

cael ei datblygu, dan arweiniad Comisiwn 

Brenhinol Henebion Cymru ar ran Cadw.  

Bydd yn adnodd deongliadol, addysgol ac 

ymchwil ar-lein, yn anelu at gynyddu 

gwybodaeth a chodi ymwybyddiaeth o 

feysydd brwydro yng Nghymru, yn ogystal 

ag ysgogi ymchwil bellach.  Gobeithir ei 

lansio yn ystod gwanwyn 2017.   

HISTORIC BATTLEFIELDS IN WALES 

The following report, commissioned by 

the Welsh Battlefields Steering Group and 

funded by Welsh Government, forms part 

of a phased programme of investigation 

undertaken to inform the consideration of 

a Register or Inventory of Historic 

Battlefields in Wales.  Work on this began 

in December 2007 under the direction of 

the Welsh Government’sHistoric 

Environment Service (Cadw), and followed 

the completion of a Royal Commission on 

the Ancient and Historical Monuments of 

Wales (RCAHMW) project to determine 

which battlefields in Wales might be 

suitable for depiction on Ordnance Survey 

mapping.  The Battlefields Steering Group 

was established, drawing its membership 

from Cadw, RCAHMW and National 

Museum Wales, and between 2009 and 

2014 research on 47 battles and sieges 

was commissioned. This principally 

comprised documentary and historical 

research, and in 10 cases both non-

invasive and invasive fieldwork.   

As a result of this work The Inventory of 

Historic Battlefields in Wales 

(http://battlefields.rcahmw.gov.uk/) is in 

development, led by the RCAHMW on 

behalf of Cadw.  This will be an online 

interpretative, educational and research 

resource aimed at increasing knowledge 

and raising awareness of battlefields in 

Wales, as well as a prompt for further 

research.  It is due to be launched in 

spring 2017. 

http://meysyddbrwydro.cbhc.gov.uk/
http://battlefields.rcahmw.gov.uk/


 
 

Mae’r tabl isod yn rhestru’r brwydrau 

a’r gwarchaeau a ymchwiliwyd.  Bydd 

adroddiadau ar gael i’w llwytho i lawr 

o’r Rhestr ar-ein yn ogystal ag o 

Coflein (http://www.coflein.gov.uk/), y 

gronfa ddata ar-lein ar gyfer Cofnod 

Henebion Cenedlaethol Cymru 

(NMRW).   

The table below lists the battles and 

sieges researched.  Reports will be 

available to download from the online 

Inventory as well as from Coflein 

(http://www.coflein.gov.uk/), the 

online database for the National 

Monuments Record of Wales (NMRW).   

ENW/NAME DYDDIAD/

DATE 

SIR 

HANESYDDOL/HI

STORIC COUNTY 

NPRN YMCHWIL/RESEARCH 

Aberllech 1096 Sir Frycheiniog 

Brecknockshire 

404446 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013) 

Pont Cychod (Menai ac 

Ynys Môn)  

Bridge of Boats (Menai 

and Anglesey)  

1282 Ynys Môn 

Anglesey 

404319 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Bryn Derwin 1255 Sir Gaernarfon 

Caernarfonshire 

402322 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2014)  

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013 

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2014) 

Bryn Glas (Pillth) 1402 Sir Faesyfed 

Radnorshire 

306352 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2012) 



 
 

Cloddfa (Archaeoleg Cymru, 2013) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2014) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2012) 

Excavation (Archaeology Wales, 

2013) 

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2014) 

Campston Hill 1404 Sir Fynwy 

Monmouthshire 

402328 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

Cilgerran 1258 Sir Benfro 

Pembrokeshire 

405201 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013) 

Coed Llathan 1257 Sir Gaerfyrddin 

Carmarthenshire 

403587 

 

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2014) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Non-invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2014) 

Castell Coety 

(gwarchae) /Coity 

1404-05 Morgannwg 545701 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 



 
 

Castle (siege) Glamorgan Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Coleshill 1157 Sir y Fflint 

Flintshire 

402325 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(2009) 

Documentary and historical 

research (2009) 

Craig y Dorth 1404 Sir Fynwy 

Monmouthshire 

402327 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2014) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2014) 

Crug Mawr 1136 Sir Aberteifi 

Cardiganshire 

402323 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

Castell Cymaron 

(gwarchaeau) / 

Cymaron Castle (sieges) 

1144 

1179 

1195 

1215 

Sir Faesyfed 

Radnorshire 

545328 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013) 

Cymerau 1257 Sir Gaerfyrddin 

Carmarthenshire 

404717 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

(Archaeoleg Cymru, 2014) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 



 
 

Non-invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2014) 

Castell Dinbych 

(gwarchae)/ Denbigh 

Castle (siege) 

1282 Sir Ddinbych 

Denbighshire 

545687 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Castell Dinbych 

(gwarchae)/ Denbigh 

Castle (siege) 

1294-5 Sir Ddinbych 

Denbighshire 

545613 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Castell Dinbych 

(gwarchae)/ Denbigh 

Castle (siege) 

1460 Sir Ddinbych 

Denbighshire 

545718 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Castell Dinbych 

(gwarchae)/ Denbigh 

Castle (siege) 

1468 Sir Ddinbych 

Denbighshire 

545720 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Castell Dinbych 

(gwarchae)/ Denbigh 

Castle (siege) 

1646 Sir Ddinbych 

Denbighshire 

545789 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Castell Dryslwyn 

(gwarchae) / Dryslwyn 

Castle (siege) 

1287 Sir Gaerfyrddin 

Carmarthenshire 

545605 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013) 

Carregwastad - 

Abergwaun 

(ymosodiad) / 

Carregwastad Point – 

Fishguard (invasion)  

1797 Sir Benfro 

Pembrokeshire 

308824 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 



 
 

Gŵyr/ Gower 1136 Morgannwg 

Glamorgan 

404856 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013) 

Grosmont 1405 Sir Fynwy 

Monmouthshire 

402333 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2012) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2012) 

Hyddgen 1401 Sir Drefaldwyn 

Montgomeryshire 

402310 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Pont Irfon (Llanganten) 

/ Irfon Bridge / 

1282 Sir Frycheiniog 

Brecknockshire 

403411 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Cydweli / Kidwelly  1258 Sir Gaerfyrddin 

Carmarthenshire 

404729 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013) 

Castell Talacharn 

(gwarchae) / Laugharne 

Castle (sieges) 

1189 

1215 

1257-8 

1644 

Sir Gaerfyrddin 545245 

545341 

545436 

545746 

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013) 



 
 

 

Maes Gwenllian 1136 Sir Gaerfyrddin 

Carmarthenshire 

402324 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2012) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2012) 

Maes Moydog 1295 Sir Drefaldwyn 

Montgomeryshire 

403416 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2014) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2014) 

Trefaldwyn / 

Montgomery 

1644 Sir Drefaldwyn 

Montgomeryshire 

405168 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013 

Mynydd Carn 1081 Sir Benfro 

Pembrokeshire 

300319 

 

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

Castell Newydd Emlyn 

(gwarchae) / Newcastle 

Emlyn (siege)  

1287-8 Sir Gaerfyrddin 

Carmarthenshire 

545606 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 



 
 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Castell Newydd Emlyn 

(gwarchae) / Newcastle 

Emlyn 

1645 Sir Gaerfyrddin 

Carmarthenshire 

545768 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Gwrthryfel y Siartwyr, 

Casnewydd / Newport 

Chartist Uprising  

1839 Sir Fynwy 

Monmouthshire 

405003 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Achaeology, 2009) 

Painscastle 1198 Sir Faesyfed 

Radnorshire 

402326 

 

Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2012) 

Cloddfa (Archaeoleg Cymru, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2012) 

Excavation (Archaeology Wales, 

2013) 

Pennal 1472/4 Meirionnydd 

Merioneth 

403495 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Chapman, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Chapman, 2013) 

Pentraeth 1170 Ynys Môn 

Anglesey 

404315 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013) 

Pwllgwdig 1078 Sir Benfro 405188 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 



 
 

Pembrokeshire (Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013) 

Pwll Melyn 1405 Sir Fynwy 

Monmouthshire 

402320 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

(Archaeoleg Cymru, 2014) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

Non-invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2014) 

Castell Rhaglan 

(gwarchae) / Raglan 

Castle (siege) 

1646 Sir Fynwy 

Monmouthshire 

545797 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Gildas Research, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Gildas Research, 2013) 

Sain Ffagan / St Fagans  1648 Morgannwg 

Glamorgan 

307776 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2012) 

Gwaith ymchwil heb fod yn ymyrryd 

ac a oedd yn ymyrryd (Archaeoleg 

Cymru, 2013) 

Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2012) 

Non-invasive and invasive fieldwork 

(Archaeology Wales, 2013) 

Twthill 1461 Sir Gaernarfon 403421 Ymchwil ddogfennol a hanesyddol 

(Border Archaeology, 2009) 



 
 

Caernarfonshire Documentary and historical 

research (Border Archaeology, 

2009) 

 

 

 

Grŵp Llywio Meysydd Brwydro, Hydref 2016 

Battlefields Steering Group, October 2016 
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Battle Name: Grosmont (11 March 1405) 
 
Site of Battle  
 
The site of the battlefield remains undetermined.  It is marked on the OS 1:25000 
map within a large, elongated pasture field lying immediately N of Grosmont Castle 
(known as ‘Castle Green’), which is located to the W of a belt of woodland adjacent 
to the River Monnow.  However, the evidence supporting this identification is 
unclear.   
 
1. Summary 
 
Historical Context of Battle  
 
The battle of Grosmont represents one of two significant victories gained by the 
English over the forces of Owain Glyndwr in Monmouthshire during the first half of 
1405, the second, more decisive battle occurring at Pwll Melyn, N of Usk, in May of 
that year.  The years 1404-5 had witnessed a substantial breakdown of royal 
authority in the southern Marches, with substantial Welsh raids being launched into 
southern Herefordshire.  The English-held castle-boroughs at Abergavenny, 
Monmouth, Usk, Grosmont, Skenfrith and White Castle appear at this time to have 
been largely isolated outposts within hostile territory, the majority of the inhabitants 
within the surrounding lordships having apparently sided with Glyndwr.1  Prior to the 
battles of Grosmont and Usk, it may therefore be fairly stated that the Welsh held 
the initiative in the struggle for control of the southern Marches. 
 
2. Narrative of Battle 
 
Prelude to the Battle 
 
Relatively little documentary evidence exists relating to the battle; no mention of it 
is made in the Welsh Annals of Owain Glyndwr and one only one English chronicle, 
the Annales Henrici Quarti by Thomas Walsingham, a monk of St Albans (fl. c. 1360-
1420), appears to make reference to it, stating that ‘in that year (1405), on Ash 
Wednesday (4th March), a great slaughter of the Welsh was made’.2  It is likely that 
this entry does indeed refer to Grosmont as Walsingham immediately follows it with 
a description of the battle of Usk (Pwll Melyn), to which he assigns a date of 5th May.  
However, Walsingham’s dating of events is contradicted by the evidence of a letter 
written by Prince Henry to his father, Henry IV, apparently on the evening following 
the battle, in which he gives the specific date of the engagement as 11th March 1405.   
 

                                                 
1
 R.R. Davies ‘Plague and Revolt’ in R.A. Griffiths & R. Howell (eds.) The Gwent County History: The 

Age of the Marcher Lords 1070-1536 (Cardiff, 2008), 231-4 for an authoritative account of the collapse 

of royal and seigniorial administration in much of the SE March (excepting Chepstow) during the years 

1402-5 and its slow recovery thereafter. 
2
 H.T. Riley (ed.) Chronica Monasterii Sancti Albani, (London, 1866), 399 



 
 

Prince Henry’s letter is of considerable importance as the sole source of detailed 
information concerning the events of the battle; while it is certainly true that certain 
statements made in the letter are probably exaggerated, it is nevertheless possible 
to discern the key details concerning the battle and the events leading up to it. The 
opening part of Henry’s letter reports on the movements of the Welsh forces prior to 
the battle and their attack on Grosmont, reporting that ‘on Wednesday the 11th of 
the present month of March your rebels of the parts of Glamorgan, Morgannok, Usk, 
Netherwent and Overwent, assembled to the number of 8000 men according to 
their own account.  And they went on the same Wednesday, in the morning, and 
burnt a part of your town of Grosmont within your lordship of Monmouth and 
Jenvoia (sic)’.3  
 
While Henry’s estimate of the size of the Welsh force may well be exaggerated, it 
still probably represented a substantial force; significantly the letter specifies from 
where the Welsh troops were recruited, namely Glamorgan, the lordship of Usk and 
Upper and Lower Gwent.  Documentary evidence indicates that, with the exception 
of the lordship of Chepstow, which appears to have remained largely immune from 
the worst effects of the revolt, that there had been an effective collapse of English 
royal and seigniorial administration in these areas.   
 
Although the castle-boroughs such as Cardiff, Caerphilly, Grosmont, Monmouth and 
Usk remained in English hands, the administrative infrastructure in the surrounding 
rural areas appears to have largely broken down, as attested by the evidence from 
the manorial accounts for the cessation of the manor courts, the loss of revenue 
from estates and the destruction of castles, mills and other manorial buildings.4  
While the statement frequently found in manorial accounts for these lordships that 
‘the tenants are rebels’ may be something of an exaggeration, it is probable that 
most of the Welsh tenantry in these areas either acquiesced in or actively supported 
Glyndwr’s cause (certainly during the years 1402-5) and consequently it is 
reasonable to assume that they formed the majority of the force which marched on 
Grosmont on 11th March 1405. 
 
According to Henry’s letter, the Welsh attacked the town of Grosmont on the 
morning of 11th March 1405.  No reference is made to an attack on the castle, which 
at this time appears to have been occupied by a small garrison (amounting to six 
archers), nominally under the joint command of the constables Hugh Waterton and 
John Skydmore (ie. of the Scudamores of Kentchurch), although whether either 
individual was present at the castle during the Welsh attack is unclear.5   
 
No mention is made of the Welsh having laid siege to the castle although they 
certainly caused damage to part of the town; four houses are specifically mentioned 
in Henry’s letter as having been burnt by the rebels and there is evidence in later 

                                                 
3
 Printed in N.H. Nicolas (ed.) Proceedings and Ordinances of the Privy Council of England (London 

1834), I, 248-50 
4
 R.R. Davies, The Revolt of Owain Glyn Dwr (Oxford, 1995), 215; W. Rees, South Wales and the 

March, 1284-1415 (London 1924), 276 
5
 R. Somerville, History of the Duchy of Lancaster Volume I: 1265-1603 (London, 1953), 170-1 



 
 

15th century manorial accounts for abandonment of burgage plots and repairs of 
damage to buildings (including the court-house) which may (at least in part) be 
related to the Welsh attack on Grosmont.6  However, there appears (somewhat 
surprisingly) to be little record of substantial damage to the castle, the surviving 
accounts contain only sporadic references to minor repairs up to the end of the 15th 
century.7  Later historical accounts appear to attribute Grosmont’s decline in urban 
status and prosperity specifically to the effects of the attack in 1405; while there is 
documentary evidence to suggest that the decline of urban settlement at Grosmont 
probably began well before that date, it is reasonable to assume that the Welsh 
attack contributed, perhaps significantly, to the steadily declining fortunes of the 
town.8 
 
The Battle and its Aftermath 
 
The account of the engagement given in Prince Henry’s letter indicates that it 
probably took place in the late morning or afternoon of 11th May, following the 
initial attack on the town of Grosmont by the Welsh.  Henry’s account of the battle is 
worth quoting at length, and reads as follows: 
 
‘And they (the Welsh) went on the same Wednesday, in the morning, and burnt a 
part of your town of Grosmont within your Lordship of Monmouth and Jennoia.  
Presently out were my beloved cousin the Lord Talbot and the small body of my 
household, and with them joined your faithful and valiant knights Sir William 
Newport and John Greyndor, the which but formed a small power in the whole; but 
true it is indeed that victory is not in the multitude of people, and this was well 
proved there, but in the power of God.  And there, by the aid of the blessed Trinity, 
your people gained the field and vanquished all the said rebels, and slew of them by 
fair account in the field, by the time of their return from the pursuit, some say eight 
hundred, others a thousand, upon being questioned on pain of death, nevertheless 
whether it were one or the other I will not contend’.9 
 
Recent scholars have questioned the account of the battle given in this letter, some 
casting significant doubt on its reliability as a source.10  However while it may be 
assumed that Henry’s account probably contains a measure of exaggeration, 

                                                 
6
 NA DL 29/594/9514.  The manorial account for Skenfrith for 1420-21 mentions the delivery of 

timber from Llanfair Wood for repairing the walls of the court house at Grosmont and for the wattling 

and daubing of the walls within and without at a cost of 10s.  
7
 Surviving accounts of the manor of Grosmont cover the years 1419-24 (NA DL 29/594/9514-17) and 

1431-67 (NA DL 29/595/9526-9561).  For references to minor repairs to the castle during the 15
th

 

century also see H.M. Colvin et al. (eds.) History of the Kings Works Volume II: The Middle Ages 

(London 1963), 657-8n. 
8
 I. Soulsby, The Towns of Medieval Wales (Chichester, 1983), 138; A.G. Bradley, Owain Glyndwr and 

the Last Struggle for Welsh Independence (London 1902), 246. 
9
 N.H. Nicolas (ed.) Proceedings and Ordinances of the Privy Council of England (London 1834), I, 

248-50.  For translation and commentary see F. Solly-Flood, ‘Prince Henry of Monmouth –his letters 

and despatched during the War in Wales 1402-1405’, Transactions of the Royal Historical Society, 2
nd

 

Series, Vol. IV (1889), 136-7 
10

  G.J. Brough, Glyndwr’s War: The Campaigns of the Last Prince of Wales (Cowbridge, 2002), 128; 

N. Thomas-Symonds, ‘The Battle of Grosmont 1405: A Reinterpretation’, Gwent Local History, No. 

97 (Autumn 2004), 3-23 



 
 

particularly in terms of his description of the size of the Welsh army and the losses 
inflicted by the English, it is nevertheless possible to identify the main details of the 
engagement, although there are important questions concerning the precise site of 
the battlefield and the deployment of the English and Welsh forces which are not 
addressed in Prince Henry’s letter. 
 
It would appear that the battle probably occurred in the late morning or afternoon 
of the 11th of March, following the Welsh attack on the town of Grosmont which is 
said to have occurred in the morning.  The English forces are said to have consisted 
of a force led by Gilbert Talbot, together with the Prince’s own household knights, 
together with a force led by Sir William Newport and Sir John Greyndor, and are 
specifically described as forming ‘a small power in the whole’ inferior in size to the 
Welsh forces.  It would appear that Henry himself did not personally take part in the 
battle. 
 
Precisely from where the English forces arrived (and when) is not stated; it appears 
from Henry’s letter that they set out rapidly upon receiving news of the Welsh 
attack, most likely from Hereford, since Prince Henry and his household were 
certainly resident there around the time of the battle.11  Grosmont itself is only 14 
miles distant from Hereford and it is likely that a mobile force consisting of mounted 
troops and archers could have reached the town in several hours.  It appears unlikely 
that the English were already stationed at Grosmont Castle prior to the arrival of the 
Welsh army, although their swift arrival, as mentioned in Henry’s letter, could mean 
that they had received intelligence of the Welsh movements shortly before their 
attack. 
 
Prince Henry provides little detail about the course of the battle, although it would 
seem likely that the rapid arrival of the English forces caught the Welsh by surprise 
as they were plundering the town.  The battle itself appears to have consisted of a 
fierce initial engagement in which the English forces ‘gained the field and vanquished 
all the said rebels’, followed by a pursuit of the defeated forces.  It is worth noting 
that the letter is specifically described as being written ‘at night’ on the 11th, from 
which it may be tentatively inferred that the battle itself probably lasted no longer 
than the afternoon and certainly no later than the early evening, allowing time for 
news of the victory to have reached the Prince at Hereford. 
 
Troops and Casualties 
 
The veracity of the statement in Prince Henry’s letter that the Welsh force 
comprised 8000 men has been questioned by recent writers, most notably in G.J. 
Brough’s Glyndwr’s War: The Campaigns of the Last Prince of Wales and N. Thomas 
Symonds’s recent article ‘The Battle of Grosmont: A Reinterpretation’.12  If the Welsh 
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force did actually amount to 8000 men, this would not have been much smaller than 
the rebel army commanded by Henry ‘Hotspur’ Percy at the battle of Shrewsbury in 
July 1403 (roughly estimated to have amounted to 10000 men).13   
 
The numerical estimate given in Henry’s letter must be treated with some caution 
(as with any vague estimates given in medieval chronicles or correspondence), 
however it is worth noting Henry’s statement that the figure actually came from the 
Welsh themselves ‘by their own account’.  Assuming Henry’s estimate to be correct, 
this would have represented a very substantial force, considerably larger than a 
raiding party and sufficient to engage (and possibly defeat) a sizeable English army in 
pitched battle.  It is perhaps surprising, however, that there is no report of the 
mustering of such a large Welsh force in the Privy Council proceedings or other royal 
governmental records, in striking comparison to the letters detailing the attack made 
by a ‘great multitude’ of Welsh on the southern Marches only a year earlier.14  On 
the whole, it seems likely that the figure of 8000 as given by Henry is exaggerated, 
although it nevertheless appears that the Welsh force was substantial and may well 
have significantly outnumbered the English. 
 
The size of the English force is difficult to determine with precision, although it 
would appear, based on the account given in Prince Henry’s letter, that the English 
force constituted ‘a small power in the whole’ inferior in numbers to Welsh.  The 
question remains, however, whether this statement as to the strength of the English 
army can be corroborated from other sources.  Of particular importance is the 
survival of an account of John Wynter, the receiver-general of the Prince’s household 
of money received from the treasurers of war for the wages of troops serving under 
the Prince in North and South Wales between November 1404 and April 1405.15   
 
Wynter’s account records that the sum of £252 was paid for the maintenance of 80 
men at arms and 200 archers at Monmouth, Hay and Radnor during this period, 
while from 1 March to 27 April 1405, a further 200 men at arms and 500 archers 
were on service in South Wales at a cost of £1260.  More detailed information is 
supplied in a roll of particulars of account of military expenses in South Wales 
incurred by Richard Arundell, another of Prince Henry’s deputies, showing that from 
April to October 1405 Arundell was stationed at Hereford with 16 men at arms and 
80 archers, which was increased in November-December to 100 men at arms and 
300 archers.16   
 
Prince Henry provides further valuable details regarding the composition of the 
English forces, he states that they comprised ‘the Lord (Gilbert) Talbot and the small 
body of my household’, together with ‘your faithful and valiant knights Sir William 
Newport and John Greyndor’.  From this information, it can be assumed that the 
English force chiefly consisted of four separate components, Prince Henry’s 
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household troops, one company commanded by Lord Gilbert Talbot of Goodrich 
(Herefs) who appears to have been the overall leader of the English force at 
Grosmont, along with two other companies commanded by Sir William Newport and 
John Greyndour.  Talbot, Newport and Greyndour all had extensive estates in the 
Marches and served prominently in the Prince’s retinue during his campaign against 
the Welsh rebels.  Gilbert Talbot in particular had led a substantial retinue in the 
Prince’s service since 1403; he took a leading role in the defeat of the Welsh at Pwll 
Melyn in May 1405 and brought the siege of Harlech to a successful close in 
February 1409.17 
 
It is difficult to establish the relative strength of these four components, however an 
approximate estimate can be gleaned from an account of the controller of Prince 
Henry’s household from March-November 1404, which lists the size of the various 
companies forming part of the English forces in North and South Wales.18  The 
account records 42 ‘lancers’ (lances) and 232 archers pertaining to the Prince’s own 
retinue (les gents entour les corps de monsieur), while John Greyndour’s troop is 
described as comprising 19 ‘lancers’ and 100 archers.  A separate entry in the same 
account lists payments to Lord Talbot for 12 men at arms and 24 archers belonging 
and to William Newport for 23 men at arms and 50 archers, all described as being 
stationed in the County of Hereford ‘for the safe keeping of the March’ for 28 days 
during October and November 1404. 
 
Although these accounts provide valuable information about the strength and 
disposition of the English forces on the Welsh Marches in 1405, they cannot, 
however, provide specific information as to the size of the force that met the Welsh 
at Grosmont.  The numbers of troops that the English could afford to muster for the 
purpose of garrisoning towns and castles and for a standing army in the field must 
have varied depending on the financial resources available, it is clear that a ‘standing 
army’ could not have been maintained, even for a couple of months, without 
considerable expense.  It appears unlikely, therefore, that the largest force which the 
English could have fielded at this time could have amounted to more than the 200 
men at arms and 500 archers whose wages were accounted for between 1 March 
and 27 April, consequently Symonds’s estimate that ‘the English force was 
comfortably less than a thousand’ seems plausible. 19 
 
While Henry’s estimate of the enemy casualties as between 800 to 1000 slain must 
be viewed with caution, it is perhaps not as exaggerated as one might expect; it is 
significant that Henry specifically mentions efforts made to establish the numbers of 
the enemy slain during the battle.  The fact that the letter only mentions one 
prisoner taken, an un-named ‘great chieftain’ (un grant chiefteyn) who was in the 
Prince’s custody, further suggests that little quarter was given during the battle. 
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3. Assessment  
 
Battle Location: 
 
The site of the battle has been marked to the N of Grosmont Castle on the modern 
OS 1:25000 map, within a large, elongated plateau called Castle Green, (currently 
put out to pasture) extending to the N of Grosmont Castle between the village to the 
W and separated from the River Monnow by a sinuous belt of woodland to the E.  
The justification for this siting, however, remains unclear; it is worth noting that the 
battlefield site is not marked on the OS 1st-4th edition maps.   
 
To further complicate matters, it should be noted that there is evidence for an 
earlier battle fought at Grosmont in November 1233, when Richard Marshal 
surprised and routed Henry III’s army, which was apparently encamped outside the 
castle, consequently references to field names with a military connotation could be 
associated with either battle.20  Indeed it is possible that the location of the battle 
marked on the modern OS map may result from a confusion of the 1405 battle with 
that of 1233. 
 
No contemporary documents or later surveys or antiquarian accounts have been 
identified which specifically locate the site of the 1405 battlefield, although there is 
limited evidence for field names which could be associated with a battle.  The plan of 
the manor of Grosmont drawn up by the Duchy of Lancaster in 1588 shows the 
castle and various properties both within the town and the surrounding rural area 
(the town itself is described as consisting of 18 households), however no indication is 
given as to the site of the battle.21   
 
Bromley’s survey of the manor of Grosmont dated 1613 does contain frequent 
references to field names both within the settlement and its rural hinterland.  One 
entry is of particular interest, referring to 30 acres of arable and pasture called the 
‘Dreades Lands’ in the possession of William Walter and his tenant Hoell (Howell) 
Phillip.22  Unfortunately it is difficult to establish a precise location for the ‘Dreades 
Lands’ mentioned in the 1613 survey, the name does not appear either on the 1588 
map or in the Grosmont tithe map and apportionment of 1841. 
 
While there is a marked dearth of evidence from literary sources, manorial accounts 
and surveys or antiquarian works relating to the battlefield site, the Grosmont parish 
tithe map and apportionment does provide some evidence for field names which 
appear to have military associations.23  Of possible interest are two field names, ‘Cae 
Dinter’ and ‘Cae Dinter Orchard’ (nos 328 and 329 respectively) located immediately 
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to the SW of Upper Tresenny Farm, on the southern outskirts of the present village 
of Grosmont.   
 
The field name ‘Cae Dinter’ comprises two distinct elements, the Welsh term ‘Cae’ 
denoting a field and ‘dinter’, a term that appears to originate from the Old English 
dynt meaning ‘blow’ or ‘stroke’ inflicted by a sword, hence ‘dinter’ appears as an 
archaic term for a weapon, normally a sword.  Assuming this derivation to be 
correct, then a possible translation of ‘Cae Dinter’ could be ‘field of the sword’ which 
would certainly suggest a military association, although, as mentioned above, this 
field name could be associated either with the 1405 battle or its predecessor.  No 
other field names were identified which appear to have a specific military 
connotation. 
 
Discussion of Primary Sources: 
 
The battle of Grosmont is poorly covered in the English and Welsh chronicle sources.  
It receives a solitary reference in one of the English chronicles, the Annales Henrici 
Quarti by Thomas Walsingham, precentor of St Albans (fl. c. 1360-1420) one of the 
leading (and most prolific) monastic annalists of the period, who appears to be well 
informed about affairs in the Welsh March although his work is clearly written from 
a pro-Lancastrian viewpoint.24  Somewhat surprisingly, no mention of it appears in 
the Welsh chronicle known as the Annals of Owain Glyndwr, an important source for 
Glyndwr’s activities throughout the period 1400-1415, which however does refer to 
the subsequent defeat of the Welsh at Pwll Melyn, near Usk. 
 
The most important primary source relating to the battle is undoubtedly the letter 
written by Prince Henry to his father, which was apparently written at Hereford on 
the night (deinz nuit) of Wednesday 11th March 1405, the day of the battle.  The 
letter itself survives in a near contemporary transcript contained in a collection of 
letters and records of proceedings relating to the affairs of the Privy Council during 
the reign of Henry IV.25  It is particularly noteworthy that Prince Henry’s report 
reached his father (then residing at Berkhamstead Castle) no later than the 13th of 
March, for on that day the King promptly sent a messenger bearing the news of the 
English victory at Grosmont to the City of London.26  There has been considerable 
scholarly discussion about the reliability of the Prince Henry’s account of the battle 
as given in the letter; while there is probably a degree of exaggeration in terms of 
Henry’s estimate of the size of the Welsh force, it is reasonable to assume that the 
English force was smaller than the opposing Welsh. 
 
The surviving account of the receiver-general of Prince Henry’s household for 
expenses of war between November 1404-March 1405, along with other particulars 
of account, contain valuable information concerning the relative strength and 
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disposition of the English forces along the Welsh Marches around the time of the 
battle of Grosmont in March 1405.27  The ministers’ accounts for the manor of 
Grosmont, covering the years 1419-24 and 1431-67 also contain references to 
damage caused by the rebels to the town itself and the surrounding area.28 
 
Discussion of Secondary Sources:  
 
The battle of Grosmont has been patchily covered in antiquarian works and modern 
historical accounts.  Thomas Pennant’s account of the battle in his Tours in Wales 
(1776) is heavily indebted to Prince Henry’s letter, which had previously been 
printed in Rymer’s Foedera.29  William Coxe’s Historical Tour in Monmouthshire 
(1801) contains a lengthy section on the town of Grosmont, however surprisingly no 
reference is made to the 1405 battle.30  The Rev. Thomas Thomas’s account of the 
battle in his Memoirs of Owain Glyndwr (1822) largely reproduces the version of 
events given in Prince Henry’s letter.  Bradney’s History of Monmouthshire (1904) 
contains a brief account of the battle although no reference is made to the site of 
the battle or any local traditions associated with it, which is rather surprising in view 
of Bradney’s close association with Grosmont.31   
 
J.E. Lloyd’s account of the battle in his study of Owain Glyndwr represents the first 
modern scholarly treatment of the battle with a useful discussion of the sources.  A 
brief reference to the battle occurs in R.R. Davies’s The Revolt of Owain Glyn Dwr, 
which highlights the exaggerations contained in Prince Henry’s account.  A more 
detailed discussion of the battle is contained in G.J. Brough’s Glyndwr’s War: The 
Campaigns of the Last Prince of Wales, which contains a sustained attack on the 
credibility of the version of events given in Prince Henry’s letter.32   
 
Brough’s criticisms were countered to some extent by N. Thomas Symonds’s recent 
article ‘The Battle of Grosmont: A Reinterpretation’, which contains a valuable re-
evaluation of the significance of the letter and its validity as a source.  However, 
while most recent work has focused chiefly on the assessment and interpretation of 
Prince Henry’s letter, there has been relatively little consideration of the evidence 
for the actual location of the battle and its impact on the urban settlement of 
Grosmont in social and economic terms. 
 
Archaeology and Historic Terrain:  
 
As the previous discussion of the cartographic and documentary evidence has 
(hopefully) illustrated, the precise location of the battlefield within the town of 
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Grosmont remains uncertain.  The modern OS map locates the battlefield 
immediately N of the Castle, on ‘Castle Green’, however this could have resulted 
from confusion with the earlier battle fought in 1233, when Richard Marshal 
attacked the forces of Henry III which were apparently encamped outside the castle.   
 
Two predominant soil types have been identified within the area of Grosmont: 
 
1/The soil type covering the majority of the village lying to the W of the Castle and 
Castle Green consists of stagnogleyic argillic brown earths of the MIDDLETON (572b) 
series, comprising reddish fine silty soils with slowly permeable subsoils and slight 
seasonal waterlogging overlying Devonian shale and siltstone.  In terms of 
acidity/alkalinity such soils are neutral to basic (pH 5.5-7). If well-drained, then 
preservation of bone and charcoal could be anticipated; wood will only survive in 
waterlogged conditions (together with a range of environmental indicators, such as 
fruits/seeds, molluscs and pollen/spores), while charcoal and other charred plant 
macrofossils may be present in intermittently wet condition, while inorganic material 
is also likely to survive.  
 
2/The soil type covering that part of Grosmont lying within the floodplain of the 
Monnow, including the site of the Castle and ‘Castle Green’ consists of the typical 
brown alluvial soils of the LUGWARDINE (561d) series, comprising deep stoneless 
permeable reddish fine silty soils variable affected by groundwater, overlying river 
alluvium. In terms of acidity/alkalinity, such soils may be neutral to acid (pH 5.5-7) or 
acid to basic in anoxic conditions, including wetlands and river floodplains. A range 
of material is likely to be present within such deposits, including bone, charcoal and 
other charred plant remains, pollen/spores and molluscs (wood, plant remains etc if 
waterlogged). 
 
Assessment of the Historic Significance of the Battle:   
 
J.E. Lloyd, in his magisterial study of the career of Owain Glyndwr, described the 
battle of Grosmont as a ‘severe check’ to the Welsh cause, and this assessment 
appears to have been largely accepted by recent scholars.33  While Grosmont 
probably did not represent a decisive battle by itself; taken together with the even 
more substantial victory achieved by the English two months later at Pwll Melyn 
near Usk, the overall result was a significant collapse of support for the Glyndwr 
revolt in south-east Wales.34   
 
Contemporary English and Welsh chroniclers, such as Thomas Walsingham and the 
author of the Annals of Owain Glyndwr, also commented on how Glyndwr’s cause 
appeared to be on the wane following the defeats of Grosmont and, in particular, 
Pwll Melyn.  It seems reasonable to argue, therefore, that the military initiative in 
the southern Marches had been seized by the English following those two battles in 
March-May 1405. 
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However it should be emphasized that, while the defeats of Grosmont and Usk 
resulted in a severe check to the Welsh revolt in SE Wales and the Marches, much of 
North and West Wales remained under Glyndwr’s control.  Moreover, the fact that 
Glyndwr, aided by a large expeditionary force sent by his French allies, was able to 
launch a substantial campaign later in the year, penetrating as far eastwards as 
Worcestershire, demonstrates that the Welsh rebels were still capable of mounting 
large-scale military incursions into South Wales and the Marches. 
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